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Art buffs and history scholars rubbed shoulders 
with curious students at a two-day American In- 
dian History Symposium called “Guardians of 
Knowledge - Guardians of the Past” in the Uni- 
versity Union on Thursday. 

Traditional Native American arts and crafts 
were for sale in the Redwood Room and students 


in Hinde Auditorium. The event coincided with 
the debut of an American Indian artworks exhibit 
in the Anthropology museum titled “Envisioning 
American Indian Histories: Art, Object, Text.” 
The exhibit features artwork supplied by students 
and faculty, including a painting by former direc- 
tor of Native American Studies Frank LaPena. 
“The Guardians” a mixed-media piece, has three 
dark figures grouped together against a blue-green 


mals above them. To the contained eye, it 160K 
like it might be a depiction of animals guarding 
the figures’ grave site, but LaPena said that it is in- 
stead an abstract work about the “guardians of the 
natural world” and natural energy. 

“The natural world reflects us as human beings... 
moving through nature,’ LaPena said. 


see Exhibit | page A4 


to open 
up costs 


By MICHAEL METTE 
mmette@statehornet.com 


Students curious about textbook markups at the 
bookstore may get some answers, if a new bill passes 
that would place auxiliary organizations under the 
regulations of the California Public Records Act. 

The bookstore is managed under University En- 
terprises, Inc., a non-profit corporation set up by 
Sacramento State to provide services and programs 
to the university, like the bookstore. 

UEI is considered an auxiliary organization of Sac 
State and is not subject to public records requests. 

State Sen. Leland Yee introduced the bill which 
will place auxiliary organization under the act. 

“Taxpayers and students deserve to know how 
their public universities run,’ Yee said in a press re- 
lease. “SB 218 will ensure that our higher education 
systems operate in the light of day, and thus are held 
accountable.” 

One of the reasons for the bills introduction was 
an incident that occurred last year when a Sac State 
student requested information regarding how the 
Hornet bookstore determined markup rates. on 
textbooks. 

UEI denied the request because under a previous 
court ruling, auxiliary organizations were exempt 
from the act. 


see Records| page A3 





Program 


Marriage debate, 
talks to continue 





in need of 
finances 


By MICHAEL METTE 
mmette@statehornet.com 


Nursing programs in the California State University sys- 
tem are slated to receive $3.6 million in funds from the 
recently signed state budget. 

Even with the increase, Dean of the College of Health 
and Human Services Marilyn Hopkins is skeptical that 
the money will mean anything significant for Sacramento 
State’s nursing program. She said that since the budget is 
contingent on federal stimulus money and the special elec- 
tion, the money might not actually become available. 

“Regardless of what the budget says, I haven't seen any 
money. I’ve not been called and given any money yet,’ 
Hopkins said. 

The budget allocates an additional $3.6 million to the 
CSU to fund an additional cohort of 340 undergraduate 
nursing enrollees. 

If the state comes through with the $3.6 million, Hop- 
kins said that the money would be minimal. Eighteen 
schools within the CSU system have nursing programs, 
each costing a couple million dollars. She said that divid- 
ing the money between those 18 schools will not amount 
to much. 

Hopkins added that Sac State’s nursing program is un- 
derfunded based on the national standard for nursing stu- 
dents by about $5,000 per student. 

Because of this underfunding, Sac State's nursing pro- 
gram drastically limits the number of applicants admitted 


see Nursing | page A5 


Student 
Natalya 
Tkachenko 
learns the 
most 
comfortable 
way to 
position an 
intubation 
tube up the 
nose and 
tape it to the 
side by 
practicing 
on a dummy 
during a 
skills lab in 
El Dorado 
Hall on 
Friday. 
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Crowds gathered at the State Capitol on Nov. 9 to 
protest against the passing of Prop. 8. Now, pro- 


By DAN KING 
dking@statehornet.com 


The California Supreme Court heard oral 
arguments on Thursday from attorneys on 


. both sides of Proposition 8, the ballot mea- 


sure passed in November defining marriage 
as only between a man and a woman. 

_ History professor Tom Clark teaches a 
class in United States legal history. He is 
also counsel to the Assembly Judiciary 
Committee and has experience watching 
the California Supreme Court. 

“My guess is that the Court will uphold 
the proposition but rule that the already 
contracted marriages must remain valid,’ 
Clark said after watching the oral argu- 
ments. 

The California Court ruled in May that 
limiting marriage to only opposite-sex mar- 
riages was unconstitutional. Prop. 8, passed 
by California voters in November, defined 
marriage in the Constitution as only be- 
tween a man and a woman. Between May 
and November, 18,000 same-sex marriages 
were performed. 

The Court has until June 5 to publish its 


The oral arguments were heard by the 
court at the Earl Warren Center in San 
Francisco; they were televised and web 
casted by the California Channel and other 
news sites. 

Andrew Crouse, freshman government 
major, watched the entire three hours of ar- 
guments on the Internet. He is a supporter 
of same-sex marriage, but doesn’t think the 
court will overturn Prop. 8. 

“J don't want to be pessimistic. I want to 
be optimistic, but I don't think it is going to 
happen,’ Crouse said. 

Brad Dacus, president of the Pacific Jus- 
tice Institute, has been a leading Sacramen- 
to spokesperson supporting Prop. 8 oes 
the campaign. 

“Of course, we can never be certain how a 
court will rule until the decision is actu- 
ally issued,” he wrote on his website. “But 
today’s arguments were very encouraging 
for those who worked so hard to ensure the 
passage of Prop. 8.” 

The Court is deciding if Prop. 8 was a 
revision or amendment to the California 
Constitution. If it is an amendment, then 


testors are looking to amend the state constitution. 


decision. 


see Prop | page A8 


Choir travels to Canada in May 


By KARINA YEPEZ 
kyepez@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State chamber choir 
students will become musical am- 
bassadors, as they sing their way to 
Canada in May. 

The 28 members of the choir will 
perform in several cathedrals in 
eastern Canada. The six-day tour 
will begin May 23 and the group 
will sing in Montreal at the Cathe- 
dral Marie Reined u Monde, Notre 
Dame Basilica and St. Patrick’s Ba- 
silica. 

Director of choral activities Don- 


ald Kendrick said he feels proud of 


the choir because they have been 
working so hard to make the tour 
happen. 

Sophomore criminal justice major 
Munsoor Shaah feels honored to 
represent Sac State on the tour and 
wants to share with others how mu- 


sic changed his life in every aspect. 

Shaah began his singing career in 
his junior year in high school. A 
week after graduation he received a 
phone call-from a professor at Sac 
State to audition for the choir. It 
was then that he met Kendrick. 

“Don is a phenomenal person for - 
everything he does for the commu- 
nity and for his choirs. He always 
places you in the choir where it will 
be better for you,’ Shaah said. 

Even though Shaah is a criminal 
justice major and only minoring in 
music, he said music has changed 
the way he looks at the world. 

When he looks in the eyes of his 
audience reacting to the music, he 
feels he is making an impact on 
people's lives. More importantly, he 
is privileged to represent Sac State 
and take his music to a foreign 
country. 





Ashley Knight State Hornet 


Choral Activities Director Donald Kendrick conducts the French-Ca- 


nadian folk song.“Danse, Mon Moin, Danse!” during Sac State 


see Choir | page A5 


Chamber Choir’s rehearsal Thursday morning. 











ASI to vote on fee 
increase dialogue 


By BENJAMIN R. SCHILTER 
bschilter@statehornet.com 


Associated Students, Inc., will 
vote today to begin discussions on 
possible fee increase proposals to 
help fund various campus organi- 
zations. 

ASI President Miguel Cervantes 
said this vote would open dialogue 
with students and the organiza- 
tions making these requests. The 
student government is seeking 
feedback from students regarding 
the proposals. He said everyone is 
affected by the budget crisis and 
does not want ASI to put an addi- 
tional burden on college students. 

“There are still a lot of discus- 
sions (about the proposal), he 
said. “It’s ultimately what the stu- 
dents want; it’s important to get 
input from students.” The board 
could cut certain proposals in half, 
or not make a recommendation at 
all, Cervantes said. 

According to the proposed leg- 
islation reviewed as of press time, 
one option the student govern- 
ment will look into is raising the 
$129 Student Activity Fee over 
three years by $86.50. The in- 
creases would be spread out over 
that period, leveling off at $215.50 
for the 2011-12 school year. No 
vote on actual fee increases will 
take place at today’s meeting, Cer- 
vantes said. 

In its proposal to the student 
government on March 4, Intercol- 
legiate Athletics outlined its plan 
for using the extra money; the 
department’s share of the fees will 
be doubled under this proposal, 
from $62.50 to $125. This includes 
increasing scholarship support for 
student-athletes, so they can afford 


books and classes; enhancing team 
budgets, so they can better cover 
traveling expenses; and setting 
coaches’ pay to a similar level as 
Division I programs at other uni- 
versities. The department is work- 
ing with a $500,000 budget deficit. 

“With very low pay levels for as- 
sistant coaches relative to their 
peers in Division I, it is difficult to 
maintain a stable coaching staff in 
many of the sports,’ according to 
a proposal made by the athletics 
department. 

Without the increases, the athlet- 
ics department's options would in- 
clude eliminating three programs, 
losing 60 student-athletes, elimi- 
nating 60 athletic. scholarships, 
cutting eight coaching positions, 
losing $75,000 in NCAA funding 
and “loss of support services nec- 
essary to provide a quality NCAA 
Division I athletic experience,’ ac- 
cording to the proposal. 

Among other funding: propos- 
als, Recreational Sports put in a 
request for an additional $8 per 
student and Regional Transit is ne- 
gotiating with the student govern- 
ment to renew its transit pass con- 
tract with Sac State. An additional 
$10 will be added to the current 
transit fee of $7.50. 

To raise awareness of the issues, 
ASI’s Director of Arts and Letters 
Andres Perez set up an informa- 
tion booth in the Library Quad on 
Monday, collecting recommenda- 
tions from students as to how ASI 
should proceed with the vote. 

He also discussed proposals 
to purchase two LCD television 
screens for Riverside Hall, create a 
judicial branch of the student gov- 
ernment and set aside funding for 
Earth Day 2009. 


Some students were OK with the 
potential fee increase, saying that 
it would help increase the univer- 
sity’s visibility. Charlie X. Nang, 
junior organizational communica- 
tions major, said helping the cam- 
pus sports programs would make 
Sac State a more attractive school 
for students to attend. 

“I think that it's good because it 
helps you develop a new environ- 
ment. Then you create a new look; 
we love the new look,” Nang said. 
“Yes, we should have them vote on 
it? 

Others, however, were adamantly 
opposed. With the current eco- 
nomic crisis, opponents to the 
increase said any increases in stu- 
dent fees would make the college 
experience more difficult. 

Marque Willis, junior psychology 
major and Sac State football player, 
was adamantly opposed to the fee 
increase and said this might result 
in decreased enrollment - simply 
because students cannot afford it. 

“Thing is, I have no cheese. Why 


do I want to increase our fees?” 


he told Perez at the information 
booth. “How are you going to tell 
a person, ‘You can do anything 
you want, but they don't have the 
money?” 

Executive Vice President Roberto 
Torres was still weighing the pros 
and cons of the proposal going 
into today’s meeting. 

“Students are overburdened with 
fees for school, especially in Cali- 
fornia, where it’s supposedly free, 
he said. 


P< p< p< 
Contact Benjamin R. Schilter in 
the News department at 
(916) 278-7248. 
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Students protest fee increases Monday 


By ANNE MORRISON 
amorrison@statehornet.com 


College students from all over California will join 
dissenting voices and common paths as they march 
from Raley Field to the State Capitol on Monday 
to protest against the recent hike in state university 
fees. ; 

The increases, originally intended for community 
colleges, were switched to the UC and CSU systems 
when the state budget passed on Feb. 20. 

The Students for Sociat Change, a group of Sacra- 
mento State students that meet weekly on campus, 
decided to team up with community colleges to raise 
awareness about the issue. 

“We are taking this as an opportunity to stand in 
solidarity; said David Gutierrez, junior history major 
and a member of the group. 

Starting around December, Gutierrez and Ernest 
Chavez, a member of Students for Justice at De. Anza 
Community College in Cupertino, began discussing 
the rally at the capitol. The two met through a friend 
of Chavez's who goes to Sac State. Both shot ideas 
back and forth on how to maximize the impact of the 
march, discussing different ways of making fliers and 
spreading the word about the event. Chavez wanted 
to get Sacramento groups involved about the march, 
which was originally intended for community col- 
leges. 

“Tts kind of like musical chairs,’ Chavez said, “The 
Legislature picks on a different group each time.” 

The Students for Social Justice decided to post as 


many fliers on campus in the Library Quad as often as 
possible. Last Thursday, students wrote information 
about the march and the website, iwillmarch.com, on 
the glass of some of the main buildings on campus 
such as Mendocino and Sequoia halls. They also have 
a MySpace account, but prefer the oldest and most 
powerful form of communication, word-of-mouth. 

A similar rally was organized in 2003, when around 
13,000 students protested the increase in student tu- 
ition fees. The Legislature listened and reduced the 
cuts because of the strong voice of the student body. 

“A lot of people are kind of skeptical about the ef- 
fectiveness of the rally...” Chavez said, “It’s a direct 
exercise of democracy.” 

Vanessa Mieleszko, sophomore history major and 
president of the group, expressed concerns for stu- 
dents who come from lower socioeconomic classes. 
She believes that, with cuts, these prospective stu- 
dents will not be able to afford an education through 
Californias higher education system, which prides 
itself on providing quality education at a lower cost. 

Mieleszko, Gutierrez and Joe Hill, junior graphic 
design major and a member of the group, discussed 
how it’s not even the cost of education being affected, 
it's the quality. The class sizes are growing, sections 
are being cut, and there are less faculty hires. The cuts 
come at a time when the school system is feeling the 
strain of providing quality education with lack of re- 
sources. 

Mieleszko talked about how in some of her his- 
tory classes, she can't have study guides because the 
department can’t afford the paper to print them on. 
Other professors are taking on full-time faculty ob- 


ligations, but still only being recognized and paid as 
part-time, more commonly known as adjunct profes- 
sors. 

People come and go from the group, which meets 
at 4:30 p.m. on Thursdays, but there is a core group 
of about 10 to 15 students that attend every week. 
Mieleszko feels that the young club has seen the num- 
ber of attendees grow since it was founded in spring 
2008. ; 

The sponsored events range from showing docu- 
mentaries to giving presentations, but most of the 
meetings are followed by discussions. Anyone who is 
interested can attend, and there are some people who 
come only to discussions involving certain subjects. 

“We are fulfilling a need in our society on our cam- 
pus,” said Mieleszko, “Having an organization talk 
about issues, raises awareness. People learn more 
about jt, and it gives them perspective” 

According to statistics released by the CSU system, 
from the 1997-98 year to the 2007-08 year, state uni- 
versity fees have increased $1,188. This excludes most 
costs that are seen on the final bill, which are usually 
health services fees, student body center fees, student 
body association fees, etc. 

For more information about the march and Stu- 
dents for Social Change, follow these links: www. 
myspace.com/ssccsus and 

www.iwillmarch.com. 


pd p< 
Contact Anne Morrison in the 
News department at 
(916) 278-7248. 
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Students will march to the Capitol on Monday to 
protest fee increases for the 2009-10 year. 


March 16 Rally 


When: 10.a.m. 


Where: Raley Field (400 Ballpark Dr., 
West Sacramento). 


Who: Community college, UC and CSU 
students. 


Why:To protest student fee increases 
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Records: New legislation may require UEI to be more transparent 





Bar Kup? 


Continued | page Al 


The court case was CSU y. Superior Court, in 
which the Fresno Bee wanted information from a 
Fresno State auxiliary foundation about donors re- 
ceiving luxury boxes at the university’s Save Mart 
Center arena. 

The court found that the auxiliary organization 
had the legal right to deny the information, but not- 
ed that auxiliary organizations under, universities 
should be part of the act. ; 

The California Newspaper Publishers Association 
and the California Faculty Association are the main 
supporters of the new bill to change the law. 

' California Newspaper Publishers Association Le- 
gal Counsel Jim Ewert said it’s important for auxil- 
iary organizations to become more transparent. 

CFA representative Brian Ferguson said: “We are 
totally about transparency in the UC and the CSU. 


I couldn't even begin to speculate why they would 


withhold information” 
UEI Director of Marketing Services Celexsy Adame 
said that because the legislation is still pending and 
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will no doubt be changed in the legislative process, 
UEI and the CSU have not taken a position on the 
issue at this time. 

She said that because UE] is an auxiliary organiza- 
tion, they are not funded by the state’s general fund. 
Since they are not funded by taxpayer dollars, they 
shouldn't be under the authority of the act. 

In spring 2008, senior government major Ed Ober 
requested the information from the Hornet Book- 
store about textbook markups; his request was de- 
nied. 

For the 2008 year, Ober was the Associated Stu- 
dents, Inc., representative for the faculty policy com- 
mittee, which is responsible for the development and 
oversight of policies regarding professional activities 
at Sac State. 

Ober was assigned with helping to implement the 
Textbook Transparency Act, which requires univer- 
sity bookstores to release textbook wholesale prices. 
‘The act will become‘effective in 2010. 


"Hie Made’ publit Fcord HQC the BOURSES. <>. 


régarding textbook wholesale prices and theirmark- 


ups. The request was denied, and Ober said that UEI 


didn't divulge the information because of the prec- 
edent set in the CSU y. Superior Court case. 

Faculty Senate Chair Bruce Bikle said there is ob- 
viously a large markup at the bookstore, but one 
should be careful when examining their business 
practices. The picture is more complicated than it 
looks. 

He gave an example saying that a professor might 
have a three sections of a’course with a total of 135 
students and those students are all required to pur- 
chase the same textbook. The professor might tell 
the bookstore to purchase 135 copies of the book. 

They might only sell 60 percent of those books be- 
cause students go to other outlets like Amazon.com 
or off campus bookstores. The bookstore now has 40 
percent more books then they planned on selling. 

The markup can make up for that 40 percent. Bikle 
said it might be expensive, but the books will be 
there. 

ba bar< 
Conéniét Michael Mette in 
News department at 
(916) 278-7248. 
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Exhibit: Curator Terri Castaneda says artifacts highlight, 
give meaning to strands of individual, collective rememberances 


Continued | page Al 


“Abstract art is built on real concepts... 
the ancients were doing the same - mak- 
ing conceptual art.” 

LaPena said his inspiration for the paint- 
ing after a trip to the Southwest with his 
friends. An artist friend was in the process 


-. of painting a depiction of an ancient crea- 
.* ture depicted by native peoples. 


When a mutual friend of her and LaP- 
~ ena’s told her that he knew the location 
of a certain site of petroglyphs depicting 
an ancient creature that she was painting, 
she asked LaPena to come along for the 
journey. They traveled to New Mexico and 
Utah to see the petroglyphs, which were 
anywhere from. 5,000 to 10,000 years old. 

Terri Castaneda, museum director and 
exhibit curator, said the exhibit “high- 
lights the multiplicity of these forms:and 


celebrates the many voices, narratives, 
and strands of individual and collective 
memory that give texture and meaning to 
American Indian histories.” 

She said she hopes people come away 
with the understanding the exhibit ex- 
plores multiple cultural histories and that 
there is more than one story to tell when 
trying to understand Native American 
history. She said that using student and 
faculty objects gives the show a more per- 
sonal touch and makes the experience 
more meaningful. 

Vanessa Esquivido, junior anthropology 
major, is an enrolled member of the Nor 
Rel Muk Wintu tribe. Esquivido contrib- 
uted to the exhibit with sentimental pic- 
tures and objects belonging to her family, 

“I didn’t put up any art, but there was 
a picture of my great-grandmother Amy 
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Hailstone, and a picture of my grandfather 
Hugh Dail Upton, a.k.a. ‘Pete, who are also 
both Nor Rel Muk Wintu? 

LaPena said the Wintun people are not 
merely one tribe but have factions with- 
in, much like there are different groups 
of Christians. Those factions are nestled 
along northern California and include the 
Wintu around Shasta and Trinity coun- 
ties, the Nomkalakki from south of Red 
Bluff to roughly south of Willow and the 
Patwin, found in the Bay Area and Yolo 
County. 

Symposium coordinator Annette Reed 
said, “This has been a collaborative ef- 
forts by many sponsors and individuals. It 
is a true honor to have American Indian 
history scholars present at Sac State. It is 
a great opportunity for students, faculty, 
staff and community members to hear 
new scholarship in the field” 
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Contact Julia Baum in 
the News department 
at (916) 278-7248 


The American Indian exhibit, “Envision- 
ing American Indian Histories: Art, Ob- 
ject, Text” features artwork supplied by 
students and faculty. 
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Nursing: Criddle says campus receives flack for rejecting students 


Continued | page Al 


into the program. 

President of the Sac State Chapter of the 
California Nursing Students Association 
Stephanie Criddle said the nursing pro- 
gram receives anywhere from 400 to 500 
applicants each semester. The program 
only has the funding to admit 40 to 60 
applicants each semester with about 350 
students in the whole program. 

“Sacramento State receives a lot of flack 
for rejecting exceptionally qualified stu- 
dents, even some with 4.0 GPAs,’ Criddle 
said. 

She also said that the nursing program 
has expected cuts in funding. The divi- 
sion of nursing has planned on cutting its 
accelerated second bachelor’s of science 
in nursing program, a fast track program 
for students who already have a bachelor’s 
degree in something else. 

Along with the high impaction rate, a 
nursing student's education is more costly 
than other majors because of the required 


clinicals and labs. 

Sac State’s Division of Nursing chair 
Ann Stoltz said that 50 percent of a nurs- 
ing student's course work is completed in 
clinicals and labs. For a two-unit clinical, 
nursing students spend about six to eight 
hours per week in a hospital. 

On top of that, Criddle said hospitals 
mandate one faculty member for every 
10 nursing students during clinicals and 
labs, significantly lower than the average 
student teacher ratio of 21 to 1. 

“The reason is not because nursing ma- 
jors are better,’ Criddle said. “The reason 
is for patient safety.” 

Criddle said that many of the proce- 
dures preformed in hospitals, such as 
administering medication, could poten- 
tially put a human life at risk if it is done 
incorrectly. 

“If a nursing major messes up, they 
could accidentally kill someone,’ Criddle 
said. 

Though Hopkins has her doubts con- 
cerning the money, she said that over the 


past five years the state has been focusing 
on nursing education. 

Along with the money for the CSU, 
the 2009-10 state budget includes $1.1 
million for the University of California 
system to fund 50 new undergraduate 
nursing and 42 new master’s level nursing 
enrollments. 

Gary Reichard, the CSU's executive 
vice chancellor and chief academic of- 
ficer, said that even in these tough eco- 
nomic times, the state’s nursing shortage 
remains a high priority, for the governor 
and the CSU board of trustees. 

He added that the additional funding 
for. nursing will be distributed to those 
schools that have demonstrated the abil- 
ity to enroll additional nursing students 
with existing funding. 

According to a study from the Califor- 
nia Institute for Nursing & Health Care, 
in 2005 California hospitals reported an 
average 12 percent vacancy rate of regis- 
tered nurse, with a statewide shortage of 
16,000 nurses. 

Having vacancy rates like that, Stoltz 


said, means nurses work double time, 


impeding their ability to give patients the — 


best possible care. 

“You can't do double the workload and 
expect good quality; Stoltz said. 

Hopkins said nursing vacancy rates in 
hospitals dictate how many patients they 
can care for. If a hospital doesn't have 
enough nurses, it cannot care for as many 
patients. 

Those numbers are good for graduat- 
ing nursing majors. Stoltz said that some 
graduates received $5,000 signing bonuses 
during peaks in the nursing shortage. 

‘The institute expects that by 2010, Cali- 
fornia'’s statewide nursing shortage will be 
at 47,000. 

Linda Daniels, service director of Adult 
Medicine at the Hayward Medical Center, 
said that the nurse vacancy rate at hospi- 
tals will rise because of retirements. 

As of now, Stoltz said that the Sacramen- 
to area nursing vacancy rate is at 3 percent. 
A rate where nursing students are having a 
hard time finding jobs at preferable hospi- 


UNDERFUNDING FOR NURSING 


National Standard - $7,000 per 
student 


Sac State - $2,000 per student 


According to Sac State’s annual 
budget report for 2008-09, the 
university's nursing program 
was valued at $2,939,924. 





tals and during preferable shifts. 

Hopkins stressed the point saying, 
“When I started, I worked on the night 
shift and it didn’t kill me. Our students will 
be fine’ 


P< p< p< 
Contact Michael Mette in the 
News department at 
(916) 278-7248. 


Choir: Kendrick wants his students to learn about other cultures 
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Senior music education major Tina Bres- 
hears looks forward to experience performing 
in the different monumental cathedrals this 
summer. 

Breshears said her parents are very support- 
ive, proud and jealous that she has gone to so 
many different places at such a young age. She 
has been to Austria and Italy, and will be trav- 
eling to Canada and Austria in the summer as 
well. 

She said the several choirs she has been in 
have helped her learn, see and experience the 
world through music. 

“Most importantly in this tour we are learn- 
ing about the culture and history of Canadians 
besides singing in their beautiful cathedrals, 
Breshears said. 

Senior jazz vocal studies major Glynis Davies 
is excited about the Canada tour. However, 
she’s going for a more personal experience 
rather than looking for doors to open in her 
career. 

“When I'm singing at the choir I have an out- 


Kendrick, who is responsible for taking the 
choir to Canada, said the singers will be flying 
a long ways to get to their destination. 

“People don’t realize how far Canada is, We 
are going across the entire country. We are 


_ crossing international country line,’ Kendrick 


said. 

As the chamber choir director, Kendrick 
wanted his students to know more about Can- 
ada’s culture and language. Kendrick said it is 
really good for student’s to know more about 
the United States and Canada trading relation- 
ships. 

Two years ago, Kendrick took. his choir to 
Canada's west coast. This year, he will be taking 
them down east where there are some of the 
most beautiful cathedrals, in his opinion. 

The choir will have the honor to sing in the 
government seat in Ottawa and the parliament 
building. 

The choir has been funding its trip to Canada 
little by little in many ways such as sing-a- 
thons, concerts and a Sac State drawing flier. 
Despite these efforts, student like Shaah are re- 
ally hurting financially and trying to sell a lot 


more local concerts before the choir leaves for 
Canada, which will help raise the rest of the 
money. 

All the hard work of the concerts and raising 
money has paid for many of the group because 
it has reduced their fare ticket to approximately 
$700, which increases spending money for ac- 
tivities. 

Kendrick encourages family and friends to 
come to the concerts to raise money for the 
choir and also hear what the group will be per- 
forming on tour. 

The program schedule states the choir is to 
sing in French, English and Inuit, the language 
of the people of the north. 

“Students will have the opportunity to taste the 
food, experience the culture and history, which 
will prepare them for life in ways that nothing 
else does,’ Kendrick said. 

‘The chamber choir, concert choir and univer- 
sity chorus are the three different choirs Ken- 
drick conducts. The choirs will perform twice 
before leaving for Canada. The next concert is at 
the Sacred Heart Church on 39th and J streets 
at 8 p.m. on Saturday. This concert, Entre Amis, 





Ashley Knight State Hornet. 


Lisa Shortridge, junior music major, and fellow Chamber Choir 
sopranos rehearse a choral series, entitled “There Will Be Rest,” 
during class on Thursday. 
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State Assembly member Tom 
Ammiano, D-San_ Francisco, 
recently introduced legislation 
that will, if passed, make mari- 
juana legal in California. While 
the Hornet finds his proposal 
intriguing, it sees another area 
of illegal substance abuse that 
needs to be addressed. 

Underage alcohol consump- 
tion is a problem in this country 
and there is a movement under 
way with the aim of lowering 
the drinking age to 18. 

The Amethyst Initiative, 
launched in July of 2008, is an 
effort by more than 100 chan- 
cellors and presidents of uni- 
versities and colleges through- 
out the country -to lower the 
drinking age in the U.S. These 
university leaders have issued a 
public statement that says the 
problem of irresponsible drink- 
ing by young people continues 
despite the minimum legal age 
for drinking being 21. The pro- 
ponents of the initiative contend 
that they are seeing more seri- 
ous binge drinking on college 
campuses. They want to weigh 
the consequences of current 
alcohol policies and find new 
ways to address the problem. 

In a Los Angeles Times article 
on Aug. 20, 2008, California 
State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona’ President David W. 
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‘Oxtoby said colleges are in the 


difficult position of enforcing 
the underage ban but encour- 
aging moderation and offering 
advice to students. Schools, he 
added, can’t sponsor events at 
which students might emu- 
late responsible and controlled 
drinking, such as campus fac- 
ulty receptions, where wine is 
served, 

The result, Oxtoby said, is that 
too many students drink in their 
rooms - the most common place 
where they get seriously ill. 

The Hornet supports the Am- 
ethyst Initiative and would like 
to see the drinking age lowered 
to age 18 nationwide. The ad- 
ministrations of our nation’s 
colleges and universities need to 
be able to deal more effectively 
with alcohol consumption by 
students. : 

Our society encourages un- 
derage college students to im- 
bibe. Television commercials 
that entice young people to 
drink abound the airwaves. 
Most beer commercials show 
guys with fast cars and beautiful 
babes surrounding them. Those 
who drink vodka and whiskey 
are shown as sexy and sophis- 
ticated. Our culture does not 
view drinking as a bad thing un- 
til someone binges into uncon- 
sciousness or dies from driving 
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Drinking at college 


From a 2006 survey on the drinking habits of college freshmen. 
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while intoxicated. 

The administration at Sac State 
does not agree with the idea of 
lowering the drinking age. In a 


Sacramento Bee article on Aug. 
24, 2008, Sac State President Al- 
exander Gonzalez rejected the 
initiative. 


“Sacramento State is not taking 
part in the Amethyst Initiative 
and does not support lowering 
the minimum drinking age to 
18? Gonzalez said. 

“Alcohol consumption is the 
leading cause of highway fa- 
talities involving teenagers and 
keeping the minimum drink- 
ing age at 21 will help ensure 
that more young people are not 
added to that national tragedy,’ 
he said. 

The Hornet wishes the admin- 
istration was more open-mind- 
ed when it comes to this issue. 

The Hornet believes making 
it illegal to drink before age 21 
does not stop -young people 
from drinking. On this campus; 
we all know and have friends 
that are not 21 and drink. Many 
of them drink a lot more than 
people who can legally. drink. 
‘The university has also had its 
fair share of students partaking 
in underage drinking and get- 
ting behind the wheel of a car, 
only to be arrested for a DUI - 
or worse, seriously injuring or 
killing themselves or others. 

Elisabeth Muhlenfeld, presi- 
dent of Sweet Briar College in 
Virginia and signatory to the 
Initiative, issued a response to 
critics: 

“College and university presi- 
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into such controversial waters. 
We know this issue is fraught 
with pain and frustration. But 
we also know that 21 simply isn’t 
working. Colleges work hard to 
combat the culture of underage 
drinking, and particularly binge 
drinking. But we often feel like 
the little Dutch boy with his fin- 
ger in the dike. At my college, 
more than 70 percent of our 
students are under age, but we 
find ourselves unable to educate 
them effectively about drinking. 
We can only preach abstinence, 
which we know is unrealistic, or 
urge responsible behavior when 
imbibing — which acknowledges 
they will be breaking the law. 
Both postures seem hypocriti- 
cal. There must be a better way, 
and the Amethyst Initiative is a 
clarion call to seek solutions.” 

Changing the legal age to 
drink to 18 isn’t going to magi- 
cally make irresponsible drink- 
ing go away. It will help to create 
an environment where drinking 
responsibly can be talked about 
by college administrators and 
health officials without encour- 
aging students to break the law. 
Hopefully, a fresh perspective on 
this issue will help find ways to 
keep drinking by young people 
under control and car keys out 
of the hands of someone who 
has had too much to drink. 
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The youth of this country need to 
embrace hard work and sacrifice 
in order to return this country to 
its former glory. Yes, this applies to 
you, too. 

In his recent address to Congress, 
President Barack Obama said 
Americans need to push them- 
selves in their pursuit of higher 
education. He also said having a 
high school education isn't enough 
anymore. Our generation needs to 
get its act together and become the 
new “Greatest Generation.” 

However, I am not holding my 
breath waiting for Generation Y to 
rise to the challenge. We are lazy. 
We are self-absorbed. And to top 
it off, we just aren't that bright. 
Don't believe me? Next time you're 
in class, look around - really look 
around - and understand these are 
the future leaders of America. 

For every diligent student who 
gives serious attention to improv- 
ing his or herself, there are too 
many* others who come to class 
looking to either hook up or sponge 
off of someone else’s efforts. 

I'm. done with telling the Yaz- 
popping sperm bank who sleeps in 
a tanning bed what page we are on. 
The next tool with a flat-billed hat 
and Ecko shirt who asks me what 
the professor just said is getting 
told to go have sex with himself. 

What’s most infuriating in all of 
this is that there is no excuse for it. 
We are blessed with the opportu- 
nity to have access to an affordable 
education. For those of you who 
are outraged about my reference 
to our education being “afford- 
able, take a deep breath and then 
a handful of seconds to look at 
what it costs to"go to-a state col- 
lege anywhere else in the country. 
SUNY New Paltz, a highly respect- 
ed state college in New York, offers 
students its services for roughly 


Jordan Guinn 


$16,000 a year, according to a New 
York Times article from last week. 
By the way, the article was touting 
SUNY New Paltz for being a bar- 
gain. 

That's what makes our squander- 
ing of resources more heartbreak- 
ing than anything. Taxes help fund 
our university. We waste taxpayer 
money for every. day we are not 
in class or giving it our full effort. 
Were no better than the jackasses 
in the Capitol who can't pass a 
budget on time. i 

Thomas Knutson has been a 
communications professor at Sac- 
ramento State for more than three 
decades. He prepares his students 
for life after college through his no 
nonsense approach. 

“T don't adapt to irresponsibility,” 
Knutson said. 

Neither does the real world. 

Iam not pretending like I haven't 
missed my share of classes during 
my six semesters here. Its hap- 
pened more times than I care to 
admit. But I’m honest with myself. 
If I hadn't missed so many classes, 
I wouldn't: have taken more than 
10 semesters to graduate college. 

James Hernandez has been a 
criminal justice professor at Sac 
State since 1974. He said that what 
most -frustrates him about stu- 
dents’ efforts, or lack thereof, is 
the all of those who would “kill to 
have the opportunity.” 

Hernandez said students are 
generally the same now as they 
were in the 1970s, He said it’s still 
the “same group of complainers 
and whiners.” 

Hernandez, you took the words 
right out of my mouth. 


to tt 
Contact Jordan Guinn in the 
Opinion department 
at (916) 278-7567. 
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More TV is good for us 






Matt . 
Rascher 


The slumping economy has forced many peo- 
ple to make tough changes in their lives. People 
cant go on vacation as often. They can't go out 
to as many movies. Sporting events, concerts 
and plays are forgone luxuries. So how do 
Americans cope? We watch more TV. 

The Nielsen Company, a leading provider 
of marketing information, audience measure- 
ment and business media products, released its 
latest “three screen” report, which’ covers the 
last three months of 2008. It shows that Ameri- 
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cans are watching roughly 151 hours of TV a 
month. This breaks down to about five hours a 
day and is up from the same period last year. 

Now some of you may be thinking that watch- 
ing more TV is a bad thing, but I disagree. 

I'm not saying plant yourself in front the boob 
tube for a marathon of “Survivor” and “Flavor 
of Love? Find the time though to tune into one 
of many educational programs available. We 
have never had so much access to learn about 
our world. We just have to learn how to use this 
medium correctly. 

Programs like BBC’s “Planet Earth’ series can 
show us parts of the world and animals that a 
vast majority of us would never see otherwise. 
There are programs chronicling the lives of 
world leaders, pop icons, influential people, 
philosophers, scientists, serial killers, pioneers 


and ancient civilizations. There are other ben- 


efits to TV as well. 
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It can provide viewers with an escape from 
the dreary reality of everyday life. Just this last 
summer, I had to move back into my parent's 
house. I was on the brink of starting at Sac- 
ramento State and my life was up in the air. 
That's when I discovered “The Office.” 

Following the lives of Jim, Pam, Michael 
and Dwight helped me pass away the bor- 
ing summer hours. I felt a kindred spirit with 
Jim, the love of his life being just out of reach 
but yet only feet away. Michael’s manic man- 
aging style made me appreciate all the differ- 
ent managers I’ve had in my years of working. 
And Dwight - well, Dwight’s absurd fascina- 
tion with beets and “Battlestar Galactica” gave 
me a reason to laugh again. 

Not everyone agrees with me, however. 

Robert Humphrey, professor of communi- 
cation studies, points out one downside. 

“Watching TV and playing video games, 
I think its producing people that don’t read 
as much as they used to. I think you can see 
it when they come to college and they have 
trouble reading,” he said. 

There are other good reasons to turn off 
the TV and pick up a book as well. Almost 
every reality show gives people who are con- 
templating suicide a reason to take that leap. 
If I ever have to see another show like “The 
Simple Life,’ starring pseudo-celebrities Paris 
Hilton and Nicole Richie, I just may do my- 
self in. 

I will never disregard the importance of 
reading a book, or going outside for, gasp... 
physical activity! But our generation has a 
distinct advantage over generations past. We 
have access to the most diverse coverage the 
world has ever known. 

The trick is taking control of the medium. If 
your argument is that too much bad TV is a 
bad thing, then I agree. The right kind of TV 
- the kind that fulfills and enriches our lives 
- is certainly a good thing. 


p< bard 
Contact Matt Rascher in the 
Opinion department 
at (916) 278-7567. 
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Pot-luck: Let’s bring 


some ereen to state 





Assemblyman Tom 
Ammiano has made a 
proposal that could bring 
a lot more green to Cali- 
fornia’s future, and I don't 
just mean money. 

Ammiano, D-San Fran- 
cisco, has proposed a bill 
that would legalize and 
tax recreational marijua- 
na. The Marijuana Con- 
trol, Regulation, and Edu- 
cation Act would legalize 
the selling and consum- 
ing of marijuana to people 
ages 21 and over. 

According to Board of 
Equalization — estimates, 
legalizing and taxing 
marijuana could gener- 
ate around $1.3 billion 
per year from marijuana 
sales, $990 million from 
retailer fees and $349 mil- 
lion in sales taxes. 

“With the state in the 
midst of an historic eco- 
nomic crisis, the move 
towards regulating and 
taxing marijuana is sim- 
ply common sense,’ Am- 
miano said in a press re- 
lease.” >: 

The opposing argu- 
ments to this proposal are 
trite and naive. This “bill 
will not make marijuana 
easier for children to ob- 
tain. It will not send a bad 
message. And it will not 
portray drugs as being a 
good thing. 

Let’s face it: if people 
want to get high, they will 
do so regardless of the 
law. By legalizing mari- 
juana, we could rebuild 
our economy and. allow 
law enforcement to focus 
on more critical issues. 

“A state-sponsored sur- 
vey of California children 
in 2007 found that mari- 
juana had been used by 9 
percent of seventh-grad- 
ers, 25 percent of high 
school freshmen, and 42 


Leidhra 
Johnson 


percent of 11th-graders,’ 
according to a Feb. 24 
Sacramento Bee article. 
Under the current law, 
children aren't having 
any trouble getting their 
hands on pot. 

If anything, this act 
would make it harder for 
children to get marijuana. 
This new proposal would 
allow law enforcement to 
focus more attention on 
youth possession of this 
drug rather then distrib- 
uting petty punishments 
to adults who choose 
to recreationally smoke 
weed. 

The bill could also use 
some of the tax revenues 
from marijuana to de- 
velop substance abuse 
education and awareness 
programs. 

“Regardless of the econ- 
omy, it is time to take the 
next step with marijuana,’ 
said Quintin Mecke, Am- 
mianos communications 
director. 

Alcohol and tobacco are 
just.as dangerous, if not 
more harmful than mari- 
juana, yet both are legal. 
Keeping marijuana illegal 
is only feeding the silly ta- 
boo that America has cre- 
ated around this drug. 

From an appetite stimu- 
lant to a sleep agent, mari- 
juana has already been 
legalized for medicinal 
purposes. Now itis time to 
legalize it for recreational 
use. Keeping marijuana il- 
legal makes no sense. 

“Assembly member 
Ammiano has done the 
state an enormous service 
by breaking the silence on 
this commonsense solu- 
tion, said Stephen Gut- 
willig, California state di- 
rector for the Drug Policy 
Alliance in a press release. 

While decriminalization 
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of marijuana should be 
the goal for all of Ameri- 
ca, we must take one step 
at a time and be patient. 

Whether or not the 
federal government will 
acknowledge the state le- 
galization of recreational 
weed is unknown. How- 
ever, if this bill does pass, 
state and local officers will 
be prohibited from en- 
forcing marijuana laws. 

“As far as the feds, it’s 
nof my nature and it’s not 
in California’s history to 
wait around for the feds, 
Ammiano said in a March 
1 San Francisco Chronicle 
article. 

This bill is working its 
way through committees 
and there is no telling 
what the final vote will be. 
Ammiano has certainly 
made a large impact by 
initiating such a simple, 
yet controversial act. The 
reactions to this proposal 
have been and will con- 
tinue to be mixed. 

I certainly hope that Cal- 
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ifornia is mature enough 
to move past the juvenile 
connotations of marijua- 
na and realize that like al- 
cohol, this substance can 
be used responsibly. This 
bill would be a ground- 
breaking legislative step 
and a huge boost for our 
economy. It could even be 
the solution to California's 
recession. 

Marijuana laws have al- 
ready become the lowest 
priority of enforcement 
in several different cities. 
With the current eco- 
nomic crisis, it seems like 
the perfect time to bring 
some green into the pic- 
ture. 

“Do we think we have 
a. chance?” Mecke asked. 
“Certainly.” 

Toking up could just be 
the economic stimulus 
that our state needs. 
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Contact Leidhra Johnson 
in the Opinion department 
at (916) 278-7567. 





GUEST COLUMN 


Children left behind 


Our society faces a marked crisis in the econ- 
omy, the banking system, government, politics, 
families, communities and in schools. 

All children deserve a good education to par- 
ticipate in our democracy. Lack of education is 
a ticket to economic hardship. The more years 
of school a student completes, the more money 
they are likely to earn as adults, the better their 
chance to get and keep a good job and they are 
more likely to participate in our electoral pro- 
cess. 

Unemployment is highest among school 
dropouts as is incarceration for crimes and 
nonvoting. 

California’s schools have fallen significantly 
behind the national averages in reading, math 
and school funding since the 1978 passage 
of Proposition 13, particularly the schools in 
low-income areas. The current state budget cut 
backs make matters worse. We need to invest 
in urban schools, provide equal educational op- 
portunities in these schools and recruit a well 
prepared teaching force that begins to reflect 
the student populations in these schools. 

President Bush worked with political lead- 
ers in both parties to pass the No Child Left 
Behind Act in 2001. NCLB made assessment 
based reform (testing) and accountability the 
central components of a new national policy on 
school reform. The results of NCLB and the 
accountability drive are now in: Like Hurricane 
Katrina relief efforts, NCLB has been a dismal 
failure. 

On national tests given by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Education, student achievement is 
either flat, as in 8th grade reading, or has im- 
proved less than in the days prior to NCLB. 
NCLB is bad policy because it is punitive to 
schools rather than assisting them in improve- 
ment. It has caused nearly 40 percent of the 
nation’s schools to be labeled “failing” and by 
2014, over 90 percent of schools will be de- 
clared to be failing. 

It is dysfunctional to not recognize the dif- 
ferences between really failing schools and 
schools that are doing quite well. Under NCLB 
when a school is struggling, there is little as- 
sistance, just more tests, more punishment: fire 
the staff; close the school; turn the school over 
to private entrepreneurs (profiteers) , etc. 

NCLB testing has not improved schools, im- 
proved school funding nor improved teaching. 

NCLB and its state equivalents argue that the 
education system should operate primarily in 
service of the economic system. This is a busi- 
ness model of public schools, and we can see 
how well business is currently operating in the 
finance, credit and banking system. This cor- 
porate view of school reform -called neo liber- 
alism in economics- dominates the media and 
the government. 

A substantial opposition to the re-authoriza- 
tion of NCLB developed in 2008. Its passage 
was blocked in Congress. NCLB will be re- 
written and re-authorized in 2009 by the 537 
members of Congress and the 15,000-plus cor- 
porate lobbyists at work in Washington. 

NCLB testing does not, unfortunately, pro- 


vide teachers with useful information on what 
to do to improve student learning and instruc- 
tion. According National Assessment of Educa- 
tion Progress reading scores for California, we 
rank right along with Louisiana, Mississippi; 
New Mexico and the District of Columbia - at 
the bottom. 

The NAEP results are important because 
schools and teachers can drill for the state tests, 
but NAEP measures against national standard: 
of whether children can actually read. In Cali- 
fornia, with its large English Language Learner’ 
population, there has been no measured im- 
provement in scores by ELL students. At the 
same time, the U.S. has one of the highest rates 
of high school drop outs in the industrialized 
world as well as one of the highest rates of in- 
carceration for young people, particularly Afri- 
can American and Latino males. 

The Bush Administration used NCLB sanc- 
tions including shifting money from public 
schools to private charters to respond to failing 
to raise test scores. The Obama Administration 
has appointed Arne Duncan as Secretary of 
Education and Russylynn Ali as director of the 
Civil Rights division of the department. Both 
unfortunately believe that more testing, not less 
testing, will improve schools. 

The U.S. spends less per student than 16 other 
modern industrialized countries. And, Califor- 
nia spends less per pupil than 47 other states 
when you adjust the figures for cost of living 
differences. The recent California budget cri- 
sis, where schools were again cut by more than 
$11.6 billion, demonstrates the current failure 
of the political system to adequately fund some 
of our schools. 

Let us be clear about the reality of schools in 
our state and‘in our nation - most middle-class 
schools work rather well. Most schools in low- 
income areas, however, are unable to provide 
equal educational opportunity. There will be no 
significant change in the quality of urban edu- 
cation without substantial new funds allocated 
to these schools. In the current economic cri- 
sis, while federal funds are being added, state 
funds, over 80% of the education budget, are 
being cut. There will be no substantial school 
reform under these budget conditions. 

When schools succeed for the middle-class 
and fail for working-class students and students 
of color, schools contribute to a crippling di- 
vision along economic and racial lines in our 
society. 


pi rpdp< 
Duane Campbell is professor emeritus of mul- 
ticultural education and author of “Choosing 
Democracy: a practical guide to multicultural 
education” ( 4th. ed. 2010). 





Gaza relief is a big mistake Happy-ending massage is more 





Mitchell 
Wilson 





than just normal stress release 


massage parlor, but I believe it would go as fol- 
lows. 

After walking inside, you order a full body mas- 
sage. The masseuse walks you into the room. After 
your body has nothing on but a towel; you're asked _ 
to lose the towel and lie down. 


The Obama administration is going to give more 
than $900 million to rebuild the Gaza Strip after the 
latest conflict between the Palestinians and Israel. 
Does anybody actually believe that the money won't 
fall into the bloodthirsty hands of Hamas? 

I see $900 million scheduled to be stolen and given 
to terrorists all over the world. Buildings under con- 
struction will get reduced to rubble before they're 
complete. : 

Hamas is the dominant power in Gaza, and it will 
get access to that money by any means necessary. 
The United States had millions in Iraq simply disap- 
pear, and it will be the same again. In the midst of 
chaos there was no way to keep track of money or 
weapons Iraq. 

War never runs according to plan and the scenario 
in Gaza is the same. When Hamas starts stealing 
aid, what is America going to do? We're not going to 
send in troops, so Hamas has a green light to do as 
it pleases. 

The United States needs to get out of the business 
of trying to control everything around the world. 
Diplomatic global domination is too expensive and 
were not good at it anyway. Attempting to bring 
peace to Iraq, Afghanistan and Gaza at the same 
time is beyond arrogant - it’s insane. 

After the aid money is used to buy rockets and 
bombs, Hamas will attack once again without provo- 
cation. Israel will retaliate with its air force, bombing 
every suspected leader even if they're in a heavily 
populated location. Anyone who is shocked by this 
assessment clearly hasn't learned from history. 

Calls for peace have been falling on deaf ears for 
decades. Why Obama wants to throw away $900 
million in a clearly hopeless cause is beyond me. 

America cant afford to be the charitable super- 
power it once was. Compassion is just too expensive 
on a global scale. ' 

Last time I checked, the United States was broke. 
The national debt is headed toward $11 trillion, 
yet were sending $900 million to a region where 





Courtesy Photo McClatchy: Tribune 
The American International School in Gaza was 
destroyed by an Israeli airstrike on Jan. 3. 


violence never ends? 

What happened to all that “change” Obama talked 
about? I see the extension of a failed American 
policy going on. America can't change the tragic 
living conditions in a country simply by dumping 
money there. 

There is too much chaos in the world for any 
one nation to handle. Zimbabwe, North Korea and 
Sudan are horrible places to live - is Obama going to 
try to fix those nations as well? Obama couldn't even 
make Detroit a nice place to live with the current 
state of the economy. . 

There are more than enough problems here at 
home. College tuition is getting more and more ex- 
pensive. Millions of Americans have lost their jobs. 

California could sure use $900 million right about 
now. Inner-city schools across America could use 
$900 million. 

It took a lot of debate to pass the $787 billion 
stimulus package. When it comes to $900 million 
being sent overseas I hear no elected official ques- 
tioning this decision. 

The rest of the world must rely on themselves. 
Maybe the U.N. can stop being a colossal paper tiger 
and actually accomplish something this generation. 

America is still the most powerful nation on earth, 
but it’s clear we need to leave some problems alone. 


>< rd P< 
Contact Mitchell Wilson in the 
Opinion department 
at (916) 278-7567. 
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Police and sheriff’s investigators have been work- 
ing to shut down illegal massage parlors in Sacra- 
mento. Why? Some local massage parlors offer a 
bit more than just massage therapy. In these estab- 
lishments customers can relieve their sexual ten- 
sion for an extra fee. 

What many call a “happy ending massage,” the 
law defines as “prostitution” 

Until recently, I was never aware such prosti- 
tution existed; I was appalled after learning that 
these “happy ending massages” are being provided 
in Sacramento County. 

What constitutes a “happy ending massage?” 

A little rub here and a little rub there in areas 
of the body we usually conceal in a public setting 
and maybe even an oral examination, if you get 
my drift. 

Detective Michael Wright of the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Department said that businesses 
involved in such acts are shut down immediately 
after the department runs a series of investigations 
and undercover operations. 

“Before we send in investigators to the locations, 
we look to see if there has been a series of verbal or 
online complaints regarding the business,’ Wright 
said, 

The investigations are run undercover without 
the necessity of a warrant. The detectives imper- 
sonate a client and look for obvious promiscuous 
behavior by the masseuse. 

In 2005, the Sheriff’s Department, along with 
an array of professional massage therapy schools, 
joined forces and rewrote the Sacramento Ordi- 
nance regarding massage parlors. 

I have never personally been inside an “illegal” 


She justifies losing the towel by saying, “a naked 


massage is far more enjoyable.” 

Casual conversation, if there are no language bar- 
riers of course, takes place for the first 30 minutes. 
You begin to wonder why the masseuse’s hands 
tend to linger around sensitive areas. 

“You seem relaxed, would you like a one-on-one, 
body-to-body service for a small fee?” the mas- 
seuse asks. 

Do you say yes or no? 

John Beck, who asked his real name not be used 
due to the nature of his activity, is a former client 
of an illegal massage parlor. Beck said the business 
is no longer operating. When Beck visited the es- 
tablishment, he was asked to partake in sexual be- 
havior by his masseuse for an extra charge. 

An agreement was reached and Beck paid an ex- 
tra $85 for “full service.” 

What a cheap, appalling service. 

Beck was taken to a back room and ended his 
visit with a “happy ending.” 

When the word prostitution comes to mind, 
I think of Julia Roberts in her hit movie “Pretty 
Woman.” She played the lead role of a prostitute 
who fell in love with her rich client, Richard Gere. 

But reality does not simply end with a “happy 
ending.” 

If you're looking to obtain a massage, research 


the business first to see if it has been involved in: 


prostitution. It will help you avoid uncomfortable 
sexual offerings or worse. E 
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Contact Vanessa Guerrero in the 
Opinion department 
at (916) 278-7567. 
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Prop. 8 is constitutional because an amendment 
only requires a majority vote. If it is a revision, then 
it requires either a constitutional convention or a 
vote of two-thirds of the legislature and a majority 
of voters. 

Opponents of Prop. 8 say it is unconstitutional 
because it is a revision. The constitution defines 
a revision as a “substantial change to the entire 
constitution.” 

Steve Franklin, assistant to the judicial administra- 
tion fellowship program in the center for California 
studies at Sacramento State, said he was surprised 
the arguments got away from the concept of same- 
sex marriage. 

“My feeling is (for the justices) it is not so much an 
issue if gays and lesbians have a right to marriage,” 
he said. “It became more if the voters have a right to 
amend the Constitution. I do believe they are lean- 
ing to that. I think they will uphold that.’ 

Justice Joyce Kennard is considered a potential 
swing voter in the Prop. 8 case. She voted in favor 
of same-sex marriages in the earlier In re Marriage 
Cases, but has said she sees a difference between the 
two cases. 

“What I am picking up from this case is that the 
court should willy-nilly disregard the will of the 
people? Kennard said. 
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Kenneth Starr, the lead attorney for the supporters 
of Prop. 8, argued the people have an “inalienable 
right to amend the constitution,” as long as it doesn’t 
change the basic structure of the government. 

Starr argued that Prop. 8 doesn’t change any of 
the existing rights for same-sex couples, He said as 
domestic partners they share “the full panoply of 
rights” of a married couple. 

In May 2008 the Court's ruling on In re Marriage 
Cases stated that gays and lesbians were a protected 
minority and subject to “strict judicial scrutiny.” 
Marriage is also considered a fundamental right in 
the Constitution. 

Larry Levine, a law professor at the University of 
Pacific's McGeorge Law School, specializes in torts 
and sexual orientation. He watched the oral argu- 
ments with his sexual orientation and the law class 
in the lecture hall at McGeorge. 

“There is a shared understanding among us of the 
value and meaning of marriage,’ he said. “Maybe 
the fact that gay and lesbian couple have fought so 
hard for the marriage right, and that others have 
fought so hard against, proves the point.’ 

Michael Maroko, a Los Angeles lawyer represent- 
ing gay couples, answered the marriage versus 


domestic partnership question during the oral argu- 


ments, saying names matter. He used the analogy of 
continuing to use the title “justice” for the four male 
Supreme Court justices and changing the title for 





» NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 


if 


i PA ce 





3/09 H 


* BUY © SELL ¢ TRADE 


3/09 H 


3/09 H 


WE PAY MORE 


CURRENT FASHION | WOMEN’S & MEN’S CLOTHES, SHOES & ACCESSORIES 


the three female justices to “commissioner,” while 
leaving all rights and duties the same. : 

A large number of the McGeorge students watch- 
ing the arguments in the lecture hall at McGeorge 
were from Levine's class and favored same-sex 
marriage. 

When Levine asked the class after the telecast 
which way they thought the court would rule, over 
half of them raised their hands to show they felt 
Prop. 8 would be found constitutional. 

Should the Court decide Prop. 8 is constitutional, 
and only a marriage between a man and a woman is 
to be recognized, then they will also have to decide 
if the ruling is retroactive. During the period when 
same-sex marriage was legal, between May and 
November of 2008, 18,000 same-sex couples were 
married. 

Some of the law students voiced concern that Ken- 
nard tipped her hand on the first question when she 
said she thought the status of the 18,000 same-sex 
marriages was the more critical question before the 
Court. 

“Ts that really fair to the people who depended on 
what this court said, upended their lives, to throw 
that out?” asked Justice Ming Chin, who voted in 
the minority in the In re Marriage Cases decision. 

Chief Justice Ronald George, who wrote the In 
re Marriage Cases decision, also asked questions 
as if he considered supporting Prop. 8, He said the 










oo dee 


CASH ON THE SPOT | FRIENDLY BUYERS 


When: 


Where: 








Jesse Vasquez Special to the State Hornet 


The California Supreme Court heard oral argu- 
ments from attorneys on both sides of Proposi- 
tion 8 on Thursday. 


California Constitution has been amended more — 
than 500 times, while the older U.S. Constitution 
has only been amended 27 times. 

“Maybe the solution has to’be a political one,’ 
George said about changing the amendment pro- 
cess. 
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Contact Dan King in the 
News department at 
(916) 278-7248. 
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‘A special invitation to all who 
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Of all the cardinal virtues, none is more valued in Masonry than 
selfless giving. Nationally, Masons contribute nearly $2 million 
everyday to relieve suffering for the enrichment of mankind. 
Examples of Masonic Charity include the Shriners Burn Institutes 
and the Hospitals for Children, the Scottish Rite Language Clinics, 
and the Knight Templar Eye Foundation, to name only a few. 
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Big Sky berth for women’s team 


By ANDREW HAZARD really had to step up (in the second half),’ Hunt 
ahazard@statehornet.com said. 

Erika Edwards had another double double with 16 
points and 10 rebounds. Emily Christensen had 13 
points and five rebounds. 

Sac State was a different team in the second half 
than it was in the first. They shot 17-of-20 from the 
field (85 percent), 7-of-9 (77.8 percent) from beyond 
the arc and its fast-paced offense outscored the Bears 
in fast break points 9-0. 

“I thought we did a great job in the first half of 
playing tremendous defense. Offensively, it felt like 
we were really rushing for whatever the reason,” 
Muscatell said. 

“In the second half, wow, we just really stepped 
up and took shots we passed on in the first half? he 
said. 

After a brutal road trip in which Head Coach Dan 
Muscatell’s team lost two of three games, Sac State 
came home to the friendly confines of the Hornet's 
Nest. On Feb. 26 the Hornets took on the Bengals of 
Idaho State. Sac State was hoping to avenge an earlier 
loss it had this season in Pocatello, Idaho. 

The Hornets came up just short as Idaho State left 
Sacramento with a 70-64 win in hand. 

“(It) was a hard-fought battle,’ Muscatell said. 
“(Idaho State) made big plays when.they needed to 
be made, when the game was really on the line” 

Idaho State’s Oana Lacovit destroyed Sac State's de- 
fense with 30 points, 22 of which came in the first 





The Sacramento State women’s basketball team is 
heading to the Big Sky Conference Tournament in 
Missoula, Mont. Sac State (7-9), as the fifth seed, will 
play fourth-seeded Idaho State (7-9) at 6:30 p.m. on 
Thursday 

Its seven conference victories this season is the 
most in school history. This will be Sac State’s third 
appearance in the Big Sky Conference Tournament 
since it joined the Conference in 1996. 

Other teams’ misfortunes within the conference 
ended up being a boon for the Hornets. Sac State 
was helped by losses from Northern Arizona (6-10), 
Northern Colorado (5-11) and Eastern Washington 
(5-11), leaving Saturday’s game with the Bears a one- 
game playoff for one of.the final spots in the Tourna- 
ment. 

On Saturday, Sac State was tied for fourth place in 
the Conference as it faced Northern Colorado. The 
Tournament picture was quite clear: If the Hornets 
won they were in, but if they lost, the season was 
over, 

Though the game was close in the first half, Sac 
State ended up controlling the second half. Led by 
Hunt, the team won handily 74-60. 

Charday Hunt ended up with 16 points and eight 
points rebounds. All 16 points came in the second 





half. 


“The first half was just pretty slow for me, so I just 


see W. Basketball | page B3 
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Erika Edwards, left, and Tika Koshiyama-Diaz, right, powered through the Northern Colorado Bear's defenses during Saturday's win, which earned the team a fifth seed spot in the Big Sky Conference. 





“It’s still too early to tell how good we are going to be. But I’m really excited 
about the possibilities.” 


Kathleen Raske, Sacramento State track and field head coach 


Track ready for 


outdoor season 


By Dan KING 
dking@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State has turned into a track and 
field powerhouse in the Big Sky Conference. In 
2007 and 2008, the team won three of the four 
men’s and women’s championships and will be 
looking to add to that total this season. 

Kathleen Raske, director of Sac State’s track 
and field teams, has done her best to motivate 
the women’s team, guaranteeing a Big Sky Con- 
ference title for the women. 

She doesn't have the same level of confidence 
in the men’s team, saying she thinks they are a 
top-three team. , 

The women failed to repeat at the indoor 
championships at Northern Arizona last month 
in the high altitude. They- finished second 
behind the host team. The men’s team failed in 
its attempt to repeat as conference champions, 
finishing a disappointing fifth. 

Sac State did stake a claim to the two top in- 
dividual honors at the indoor meet. Sophomore 
Ronald Brookins was named the men’s field 
athlete of the week, while junior Ericka Violett 
took the week’s women’s field athlete honors. 
Brookins and Violett, along with Renisha Rob- 
inson, were also invited to the NCAA Indoor 
Championships at College Station, Texas. The 
championships take place on Friday and Satur- 
day. 

Brookins jumped 25-02.75 in the long jump, 
improved on his personal best by almost a foot 
and a half and finishing ahead of his closest 
competitors by 15.75 inches. 

Violett was honored for her victories in the 


long jump, 60-meter hurdles, triple jump and 
third-place finish in the pole vault. 

“Td say Violet performed better than we an- 
ticipated,” said Terry Van Laningham, director 
of championships. “You never want to put limits 
on athletes, but every now and then an athlete 
will improve more than you imagine, and she 
definitely improved more than we anticipated.” 

Sophomore Renisha Robinson also finished 
her indoor conference season strong, repeat- 
ing as the 800-meter champion. Her time of 
2 minutes 8.64 seconds destroyed her school 
record time. ‘ 

Freshman Marcus McMillan was the surprise 
of the championship, winning the 60-meter 
hurdles with a photo finish and a personal best 
time of 8.15 seconds. 

Violett, Robinson and Brookins competed 
on Saturday at the University of Washington's 
Last Chance Meet in Seattle. None of the three 
improved on their conference times. 

All three will wait to find out if they qualified 
for the NCAA Indoor Track and Field Cham- 
pionships. Each has met the NCAA provisional 
mark during the course of the year but are not 
guaranteed automatic entrance. 

Without indoor facilities at Sac State and with 
one of the fastest surfaces in the country at the 
Alex G. Spanos Sports Complex, the track and 
field team is excited for the outdoor season to 
get underway. 

“That's really what indoor is all about, prepar- 
ing for the outdoor season,” said senior A.J. 
Reed, one of the team captains. 


see Outdoor | page B3 


Youth track meet 
hosted on campus 
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High school track competitors take off on the 100-meter dash during the Sac State Track Classic. 


By DAN KING 
dking@statehornet.com 


High school teams came from all over the Sacra- 
mento region to compete at the 5th annual Sacra- 
mento State High School Track Classic on Satur- 
day at Hornet Stadium. 

Schools competing ranged from Cesar Chavez 
High School in Stockton, to St. Francis High 
School, across the tracks from the stadium. 

Cesar Chavez High School, which opened in Au- 
gust 2005, is the first public high school added to 
Stockton Unified School District in 50 years. This 
is its first time competing at Sac State. St. Francis 


High School, a private all-girls school established 
in 1940, has competed in all fiye Sac State Track 
Classics. 

“We really love this event,” said Dodd Pinkham, 
head coach of both the boys and girls teams at Ce- 
sar Chavez. “It’s a great facility and it is really nice 
for the spectators. We will be back” 

John DeCray is the track coach at St. Francis and 
is also a Sac State alumnus. : 

“The closeness for us is an obvious advantage,” 
he said. “We also know and like all the Sacramento 
State coaches and administrators,” 


see H.S. Track | page B3 
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Final Four Picks 


March Madness is upon us. What will your picks be? 





‘ Andrew Hazard 





Selection Sunday is on March 15. This is an after- 
noon when many people will be sharpening their 
pencils, while the brave few who use pen will inevi- 
tably have to get the white-out. 

The millions of people who take part in March 
Madness pools, will try to recall countless hours of 
bracketology analysis in hopes of creating the perfect 
bracket. ‘ 

Fellow bracketologists need not fear; formulating 
an unblemished bracket is not exactly rocket sci- 
ence. 

In the first three rounds of the tournament, teams 
need an experienced backcourt who can shoot the 3 
like Davidson's Stephen Curry and Pittsburgh’s Lev- 
ance Fields. 

In. order to advance from the Sweet 16 to the Fi- 
nal Four and eventually the national championship, 
teams need a big man who can clean up the boards 
and get second-chance points like Georgetown’s 
Greg Monroe and Connecticut's Hasheem Thabeet. 

The psychological effect of senior leadership from 
the likes of Duke's Greg Paulus, North Carolina's Ty- 
ler Hansbrough and Virginia Commonwealth's Eric 
Maynor are matchless. 

The 2008-09 men’s college basketball season has 





Mitchell Wilson 


America’s favorite postseason, March Madness, is 
right now. The opening rounds grab the attention of 


millions on viewers, even those who don't watch bas- _ 


ketball. 
The Tourney says more about America’s love of gam- 
bling then it does of basketball; it takes the focus of 


office workers everywhere and costs employers’ bil- . 


lions. With powerhouse favorites and small Cinderella 
schools shattering expectations, its no wonder why 
everyone loves filling out brackets. 

If only the NCAA would do the same for football, but 
that argument can resume in the fall. Here are my four 
favorites to go all the way. 

My favorite to go all the way is North Carolina. It has 
had its bumps in a few games and have had the oppor- 





been one of the most exciting seasons in recent his- 
tory. 

There are between 10 and 15 squads that have a 
conceivable shot at making it to the Final Four in 
Detroit. 

North Carolina, Pittsburgh, Oklahoma and Con- 
necticut are my favorites to make it to the Final Four 
at this moment. 

Even with the loss of Marcus Ginyard and Will 
Graves, North Carolina is the most talented and ex- 
perienced team in the nation. 

Pittsburgh has a great outside game with Fields and 
in the paint what he lacks in height forward DeJuan 
Blair makes up with heart. 

Oklahoma's Blake Griffin is one of the brightest 
young stars in the country. Teamed up with his older 
brother Taylor and guard Willie Warren, the Sooners 
are ready to make a deep run into the tournament. 

The loss of guard Jerome Dyson may hinder Tha- 
beet’s ability to control the paint so A.J. Price and Jeff 
Adrien will have step up their game if the Huskies 
are going to go far. 

There are many other teams that will have a say in 
who reaches Atlanta. 

Coach Ben Howland’s UCLA Bruins are led by 
Darren Collison and Josh Shipp, who know a thing 
or two about playing in the Final Four. 

Memphis has a cast of characters, but they still have 
Robert Dozier and Shawn Taggart to bring them 
back to the final four. 

Michigan State, Villanova, Louisville and Gonzaga 
should all make deep runs into the tournament. 

Let the madness begin. 


tunity to learn from them. Tyler Hansbrough is a beast 
that leads an experienced group and Roy Williams 
knows how to coach a team to a championship. 

Next up would be Connecticut because having three 
players more than 7 feet tall never hurts. The Huskies 
are a balanced force that have a legitimate chance every 
year. Jim Calhoun is a Hall of Fame-caliber coach who 
also has national titles under his belt. 

The next two teams that have a shot are due to super- 
star leaders on their’team. Oklahoma has Blake Grif- 
fin, quite possibly the best player in the country and 
future Sacramento King depending on the draft. Grif- 
fin leads the Sooners in points, rebounds, steals, blocks 
and field goal. 

My underdog team is Davidson, since they have the 
best point guard in the nation in Stephen Curry. Curry 
is a scoring machine who can hit clutch shot after shot. 
Scoring in the paint or from beyond the arc, Curry has 
to be double-teamed all the time to be slowed down. 

This year looks to be filled with upsets just about ev- 
ery day, it’s going to be a great time for college basket- 
ball. 


Men’s season ends 
-27 overall record 





Claire Padgett State Hornet 


Men's basketball got off to a rough start with only four returning players and finished with a 2-27 
overall record. Despite this, hopes are high for next year’s season with a now seasoned squad. 


By MICHAEL MITAL 
mmital@statehornet.com 


The Sacramento State men’s basketball team fin- 
ished the season with a 2-27 overall record, with 
only one win in the Big Sky Conference. However, 
the team’s record does not tell the whole story. In a 
season which began with only four returning play- 
ers, and 12 players without any Division I experi- 
ence, the Hornets led by first-year Head Coach Bri- 
an Katz were faced with challenges that few teams 
in the Big Sky can relate to. 

“We had a new group of guys, mostly junior col- 
lege players and a new coaching staff, who were still 
getting a feel for each other and seeing what the Di- 
vision I level is like,” said senior guard Loren Leath, 
who was the Hornets’ leading scorer, averaging 17.4 
points per game. “Next year, (the team) will be re- 
ally competitive because they'll have 12 returners 


coming back, so they'll be like every other team in - 


the Big Sky, teams that have been playing together 
for two, three years.” 

The Hornets’ lack of scoring depth at other posi- 
tions hurt them, especially on the road, where the 
team was unable to get a win away from home. 
Despite its record, members of the team did not 


use their inexperience as an excuse,. and. instead, 


formed a bond through a season filled with ups and 
downs. 
“No matter what the record says I know exactly 


what went on in every practice and in every game, 
and I know that the guys‘on my team and the coach- 
es, we all worked as hard as we could,’ said junior 
forward Justin Eller, who led the team in rebounds 
with 6.5 per game. 

“Whether or not our record reflects the amount 
of work we put in is for other people to decide, but 
I know that we worked really hard and I'm very 
proud of all my teammates and coaches, and I’m 
proud to be a Sac State Hornet,” Eller said. 

The chemistry that the team developed over the 
past season will play an important role next year, as 
the Hornets are returning 12 players who will each 
benefit from having a year of Division I experi- 
ence under their belts. Adding talented new players 
through recruiting will also be a key to the team’s 
future success. 

Katz has been hard at work on the recruiting trail, 
already securing a commitment from high school 
standout Danny Lopez, a 6-foot-9 forward from Il- 
linois who will help provide much-needed size and 
depth to the Hornets front line. 

“We're certainly not pleased with the outcome of 

- the season in terms of winning and losing, but we 


feel like we're getting on the right track,’ Katz said. 


harap 
Contact Michael Mital in the 
‘Sports department at 
(916) 278-5145. 





Brookins, Field-Polisso make records 


By Sports STAFF 
jtejada@statehornet.com 


Student-athletes dedicate themselves to the sports 
they play. Not only do they have to juggle the aca- 
demic workload of normal students, but they also 
have to stick to a disciplined training and condition- 
ing regimen in order to be the best athlete they can 
be. 

But there are certain individuals who have shown 
that they are a step above the fold and have distin- 
guished themselves in one way or another in their 
sport. Here are our picks for the players to watch this 
week, 


Ronald Brookins, Track and Field 





Sophomore business major Ronald Brookins was 
named men’s Athlete of the Meet at the Big Sky indoor 
track and field championship on the last weekend of 
February. He placed in the long jump, the 60-meter, 
and the 60-hurdles, scoring 14 points for the Hor- 
nets. 

Brookins set a second-place school record for the 
long jump on the first day of the meet with a jump of 
25-02.75. The jump was 15.75 inches ahead of the rest 
of the competitors. 

He also earned a third place finish in the 60-hurdles 
and a second place finish in the 60 with a time of 6.86 


seconds. The time was a personal best for Brookins as 
well as the third-best time in school history. 

“T had an okay weekend,’ Brookins said. “I was really 
hoping to do a little bit better.” 

Head Coach Kethleen Raske described Brookins as 
both emotional and resilient. “He's one of those guys 
on your team you can count on,” Raske said. 

The sophomore all-star is no stranger to the limelight. 
During his freshman season, Brookins was the Big Sky 
champion in the 110-hurdles and the long jump. He 
advanced to several more meets after the regular sea- 
son. A few of the most notable were the USA Track 
and Field Junior Nationals where he finished third in 
the 110-hurdles. Brookins also competed in the Inter- 
national Association of Athletics Federation Junior 
World Championships in Poland, where he finished 
17th in the same event. 

“T think he can be an All-American in at least two 
events, Raske said. 

He is a talented athlete setting several school records 
and qualifying for highly regarded meets, and he’s 
only a sophomore. Brookins has plenty of time to per- 
fect his skills and once he does, there's no telling what 
he'll be able to do. 

“He’s looking beyond college and pursuing an Olym- 
pic dream,’ Raske said. 

“Td like to go to London in 2012,’ Brookins said. Be- 
yond that, Brookins said he wants to be a sports agent, 
which is why he's majoring in husiness. “Track is a big 


part of my life, but I don't know if it’s the rest of my 
life?’ 


Sami Field-Polisso, Women’s Basketball 





As the Sacramento State women’s basketball team 
heads to Missoula, Mont., for the Big Sky Conference 
Tournament, there is one player in particular who has 
been a major contributor. 

Sami Field-Polisso has become one of the Hornets’ 
leaders and she is only a sophomore. 

Polisso helped Sac State to a 74-60 victory over 
Northern Colorado to clinch a birth in the Big Sky 
Conference Tournament. 

Polisso moved into a tie for fourth place on Sacra- 


mento State’s all-time three-pointers made list with 


99. 

“That means a great deal to me. Especially since I am 
so passionate about shooting the 3-pointer. Hopefully 
I can move up those charts,’ Polisso said. 

Polisso is crediting her coaches and teammates for 
her success. “We all know the teams very well because 
the coaches provide us with great scouting reports.’ 

“From the scouting reports along with us watching 
film together on the other team, we are pretty com- 
fortable because we know our opponents very well? 
Polisso said. 

“Going into a game we know exactly what the ten- 
dencies are of the person we are guarding,’ Polisso 


said. 

Asa freshman last season Polisso started every game 
at point guard for Sac State. 

The season was personally a success for Polisso as 
she averaged 8.2 points per game and 3.5 assists. 

Polisso had 99 assists in the 2007-08 season. This 
ranks as sixth best on Sacramento State's all-time as- 
sists leaders list for a single season. 

“Tt is pretty exciting to be recognized for something 
like that} Polisso said. 

With dreams of her team making the NCAA Tour- 
nament, Polisso is trying to put everything in perspec- 
tive. 

“(The records) mean a great deal to me but right 
now | am just trying to focus on (Idaho State),’ Polisso 
said. 

Polisso has been so focused on the team’s goals that 
she has not realized how great of a season she is hav- 
ing. ; 

Not only is Polisso helping Sac State on the court 
with her tremendous play, but she is also helping her 
team think optimistically off the court. 

“Our coach said we are a great team but sometimes 
we try to play safe, Polisso said, “On (Thursday) if we 
just put it all out on the line we will be successful” 

Polisso will try to help the Hornets will its way to 
a birth into the semifinals of the Big Sky Conference 
Tournament as they face the Bengals of Idaho State 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 





Win or Go Home: Griffin is coming 






Nick Hunte 
Game Editor 


Ladies and gentleman, your Sacramento Kings will 


most likely finish the season with the worst record 
in the National Basketball Association. No, I’m not a 
Lakers fan at all, but I’m just keeping it real. With the 
way the Kings are playing now, they should stop wor- 
rying about the present (this season) and focus on 
the future, and who may be the future of the Kings? 
Oklahoma Sooners’ power forward Blake Griffin. 
All of the mock NBA drafts indicate that the Kings 
will receive Griffin as the top pick for the 2009 NBA 


draft. If Kings do in fact get Griffin from the 


draft, which takes place June 25 at Madison Square 
Garden, then the Kings will add a much needed 
power forward to its roster. 

As of Monday, Griffin has averaged 22.1 points 
per game with a 63.4 percent field goal percentage. 
Griffin also has a 14.2 average rebounds per game 
and 2.4 assists per game. Today, Griffin is not only 
the top player on the Oklahoma Sooners (currently 
ranked #6 on the Top 25 Division I teams-on the AP 
list) but he is the top and most talked about player in 
NCAA basketball. 

Griffin is a strong and coordinated power forward 
who can play inside well and is aggressive at grab- 
bing rebounds and scoring around the rim. What he 
lacks in defense, he makes up for with his explosive 
offense and ability to post-up, along with great ball- 
handling skills. If Griffin can lead the Sooners the Fi- 
nal Four and win the NCAA championship this year, 
then those same leadership skills can easily transfer 
over to the Kings. 


This has probably been one of the worst seasons for 
the Kings thus far. As of Monday, the Kings are tied 
with the Washington Wizards for having the worst 
record in the NBA (14-49). The Kings have also 
lost seven of its last 10 games and having a winning 
percentage of just .222. The Kings basically need a 
miracle. 

The addition of Griffin to the Kings roster would 
help in terms of scoring inside the paint. The Kings 
need more than Jason Thompson (who has done 
well this season as a rookie) and Spencer Hawes for 
big men in the paint. Griffin can easily grab those 
boards after a missed shot from the opposing team 
and dish the ball to Bobby Jackson or Kevin Martin 
for a quick fastbreak point. E 

Not only would Griffin be the perfect fit for the 
Kings, but he can also add some youth to the team 
as well. Out of its 14-man roster, the Kings only have 
four players over the age of 30 (Jackson is currently 
the oldest member of the team and will turn 36 on 


Friday). Griffin will be the youngest player on the 
roster if he makes the team; at the moment, Hawes is 
the youngest and will turn 21 on April 21. 

I say, give Griffin three years and he will become an 
NBA All-star. So far, he has stayed healthy through- 
out his NBA career and he at least does not have the 
fragile bone structure of a senior citizen like Greg 
Oden. The only minor injury Griffin sustained was a 
concussion from an elbow against Texas last Febru- 
ary. There is hope for the Kings as it is getting young- 
er, but lets hope that by the time Griffin becomes a 
star on the Kings, the team will still be in Sacramento 


and not in Vegas. 


| 
Contact Nick Hunte in the 
Sports department at 
(916) 278-5145. 
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W. Basketball: Team made fifth seed out of six 


Continued | page B1 


half. 

Christensen closed the gap with a 
3-pointer to 50-49 with 11:07 left in 
the game. 

This was the closest Sac State would 
come to earning the lead in the sec- 
ond half. 

“We had some key turnovers, (we) 
had a key offensive possession and 
came up empty, “Muscatell said. 

The Hornets’ final three posses- 
sions ended with turnovers. 

“We did not stop them down the 
stretch,” Muscatell said. 

Sac State’s bench tried to keep the 
Hornets in the game. 

Freshman guard Nneka Payne pro- 
vided a spark off the bench for Sac 
State with eight points. 

“Our offense sets us up for easy 
shots. I always have an open shot. 
Our coach always says if you are 
open, shoot,” Payne said. 

Christensen had a career-high with 
20 points. “My teammates got me the 
ball? Christensen said. “I just got re- 
ally good position in the post and my 
shots were falling.” 

The loss dropped the Hornets from 
fifth place in the Big Sky Conference 
to a seventh-place tie with Northern 
Arizona. 

The Hornets bounced back in an- 
other tight game on Feb. 28 with We- 
ber State in which Sac State came out 
victorious 59-53. 

“It was another great battle,” Mus- 
catell said. “We made the plays and 
made the stops when we had to have 
them. Some players stepped up and 
made big plays.” 

With both teams wearing pink ac- 
cessories in honor of breast cancer 
awareness and prevention, they came 
out of the gates quickly. 

It was a game of streaks and mo- 
mentum. The Wildcats began the 
game with an 8-0 run. 





The Hornets fought back and 
brought its deficit down to 29-26 at 
halftime. 

After another long run by Weber 
State, Sac State became a whole new 
team. It went on a 13-2 run to close 
out in victory. 

“Jasmine. Cannady had a layup as 
the shot clock expired. Charday Hunt 
got to the basket and finished one for 
the 3-point play,’ Muscatell said. 

Muscatell gave out kudos to every- 
one on the team. 

“Erika Edwards and Emily Chris- 
tensen offensively made plays during 
that stretch as well.” 

Edwards had a double double, scor- 
ing 16 points with 10 rebounds. 

“I just (went) into the game know- 
ing my role on the team is to re- 
bound. That’s what I do and if the 
scoring comes that is great,” Edwards 
said. 

Hunt had another great game with 
18 points. 

“(I) was more aggressive which 
means driving to the basket more,” 
Hunt said. 

Sac State played well in all facets of 
the game. 

“Defensively, Tika Koshiyama-Diaz 
really stepped up in the last five min- 
utes of the game and did a good job 
on (Tonya Schnibbe) and limited her 
ability to get to the rim, which really 
helped,’ Muscatell said. 

With the regular season over, the 
team must focus on its postseason. 

Muscatell hopes Saturday’s win 
will give Sac State some momentum 
heading into the Big Sky Conference 
Tournament. 

“We talked about this game being 
our Big Sky Tournament. This was 
the beginning and from this point 
forward it is survive and advance,” 


+ 
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Michael Perry State Hornet 


Junior Charday Hunt attempts a jump shot during Saturday's game. 


Muscatell said. 

Now that they have made it to the 
Big Sky Conference Tournament the 
Hornets have dreams of making the 
NCAA Tournament. 

“Tt is going to take three really hard 
fought victories. The bottom line is 
we got to take it one game at a time, 


get one win at a time and see where 
it takes us next weekend,” Muscatell 
said, 
pd pap< 
Contact Andrew Hazard in the 
Sports department at 
(916) 278-5145. 


THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 


BASEBALL 


3/7 @ ST. MARY’S L 6-7 


3/7 @ ST. MARY’S L 2-10 


3/8 ST. MARY’S W 14-2 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


3/7 NORTHERN COLORADO W 74-60 


SOFTBALL 
3/6 @ CAL POLY L 1-7 
3/6 UTAH STATE W 5-2 
3/7 @ CAL POLY L 3-4 
3/7 UC RIVERSIDE L 1-3 


3/8 UC RIVERSIDE W 3-2 


MEN’S TENNIS 


3/8 ST. MARY’S W 6-1 


WOMEN’S TENNIS 
3/6 @ CALLO-7 


3/8 MONTANA STATE W 7-0 


GYMNASTICS 


3/8 @ UC DAVIS / NEW HAMPSHIRE/ 
BOWLINGGREEN  — 
1ST 194.625 


Outdoor: Indoor season was just a warmup for the outdoor season 


Continued.| page B1 


pushing through to win the championships dif- 


ficult. 


season. 


“We've been working hard to ensure the team is 


The women finished last year at the top of the 
Big Sky Conference for the first time. They are out 
to prove they can do it again this year. They lost 
Big Sky champions Tyriena Henley-Henderson 
and Lori Vaught to graduation, but the strong 
freshman class from last year’s team will have a 
year of experience to help in competition. 

The men have finished second in the conference 
the last two outdoor seasons. The loss of three 
seniors - Raphael McFarlane, Jody Johnson and 
Daniel Imlach - all who last year qualified for. 
the NCAA Division I championships, will make 


“Tt’s still too early to tell how good we are going 
to be,’ Raske said. “But I’m really excited about 
the possibilities.” 

One reason for the excitement is the improved 
performances from Brookins. After earning all- 
league honors as a freshman for his performance 
in the long jump and hurdles, his performance at 
indoor this year points to a sensational sopho- 
more year. 

“My goal this year is to really improve in the 
hurdles,’ he said. 

Both teams are healthy going into the outdoor 


healthy for this season,” Raske said. “We should 
be 100 percent healthy when the season starts.” 

The first outdoor meet of the season is the Ag- 
gie Open on Saturday at Davis, followed by the 
Hornet Invite on March 21 at home. ‘The Big Sky 
Championship is May 13-16 at Missoula, Mont. 

“We went into the indoor seasora little dinged 
up but we came out of it in pretty good shape,” 
Van Laningham said. 

Coaches and players are looking forward to an 
early test at the Cal-Nevada Championship at 
UCLA on March 27-28. 





H.S. Track: High schools thr 


oughout region participated at meet 


Continued | page B1 


The Sac State track and field team was at the eventvall day, working as 


volunteers. 


“We try to be the best host possible,” said Kathleen Raske, director of 
Sac State’s track and field teams. “The event was very successful today. 
The athletes all had a great tiie and enjoyed the competition.” 

The event comes early in the high school season, with the meet being 
the first or second event in most of the schools’ schedule. Some of the 
schools take the event much more seriously than other schools. 

“We don't take it really serious,’ DeCray said. “I try to get the girls to 
be more relaxed. Our league season doesn't really start until May and we 
still have ten weeks before the league championships.” 

The coaches and athletes took advantage of the opportunity to compete 


at such a high-end faculty at Hornet Stadium. 


“The event is run very smoothly and it is wonderful to get to use such 
an excellent facility,’ said Carla Kehoe, track coach for Granite Bay High 


School. 


The only complaint was, the distance from the stadium to the throw- 
ing area. Because of the construction of the Wellness Center, the throw- 
ing area was moved this year to the practice track near the baseball dia- 


mond. 


With a high of 61 degrees and only a slight north-to-northwest wind, 


conditions were ideal for the athletes. 


“Tt certainly helps to have beautiful weather conditions,’ Raske said. 
“We were very pleased with the conditions and everything else today.’ 


ii! 
Contact Dan King in the 
Sports department at 

(916) 278-5145. 








Photos by Shannon Schureman State Hornet 


An Angelo Rodriguez Mustang long jumper, above, takes flight at the 5th Annual Sacramento State Track Classic while an Elk Grove 


High School sprinter, right, gets set to go on the 100 meter dash. 


2 color letters 


| Nylon Line Jacket 


2 color letter: 








@ 


oe 


Yoga Teacher Training 


e 1 weekend/month for 9 months 






in Sacramento 


e Registered with Yoga Alliance 
e 200-hour Training Program 
e Starts March 27, 2009 





We Offer 60 oz. Pitchers of Lager 


* Complimentary coffee or soft drink for 


Smoke and Drink im our Patio Area | 


Call 916-381-5849 





EMail: bp68emcc@ea net — 






Northern California 


YOGA INSTITUTE 


norcalyogainstitute.com 


Register NOW! 
530.680.7222 | 
info@norcalyogainstitute.com 
www.norcalyogainstitute.com 


Fe ee pe eas em asa ew ie ee he vo ll tii mn Sm ese pea eco 





“That’s a really good event for our team,” Van 
Laningham said. “We will have an opportunity to 
go up against some really tough competition in as 
score-type atmosphere.” 

San Diego native Brookins is also excited by 
the Cal-Nevada Championship. “Being from 
Southern California, it will be a thrill to compete 
against UCLA.” 


p< par 
Contact Dan King in the 
Sports department at 
(916) 278-5145. 








Designated Driers 


Still the Best Prices in ‘Town 


Purple Hooter 
Only $2.50! 


Expires 3/24/09 


Rosemont Area 

(916) 363-0302 
3637 Southport Drive 
off Kiefer Blod. 


Drink Special: ) 
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The State Hornet Newspaper has positions 


available for CSUS students! 
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Business » 
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-Meeting people = 
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-And making money! 
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One State Hornet features writer visits three local 
cupcake bakeries in search of the perfect cupcake. 


By CoOZETTE ROBERTS 
croberts@statehornet.com 


The creamiest frosting with the softest cake is what’s on the menu when you visit any of 
Sacramentos gourmet cupcake bakeries. I had my very first gourmet cupcake at Babycakes 
Bakery on J Street. Personally, I have never been a huge fan of sweets like cakes and cup- 

cakes. However, after tasting a gourmet cupcake, I have to say that I definitely acquired 
a sweet tooth. If you have never tasted cupcakes from local bakeries like Cupcake 
Craving and Babycakes, be warned: you could, like me, become addicted. 
Kristine Bertram is the owner and operator of Babycakes Bakery. Not only 
does this bakery specialize in cupcakes, it also does wedding and specialty 
cakes. Babycakes has been open for a little over a year. 
Bertram found her love for baking while she was in college. She went through 
the culinary program at American River College. Her culinary professor at 
American River is actually the owner of another gourmet cupcake shop, 
Tarts and Truffles. 
Tarts and Truffles is also located on J Street but this bakery only handles 
bulk orders. It’s a great place to buy cupcakes for a birthday party or even a 
baby shower. Tarts and Truffles, like Babycakes, also specializes in wedding 
cakes. 
After culinary school, Bertram began’ baking wedding cakes and continued 
for 10 years until she received a call from a friend who wanted to go into 
the gourmet cupcake business. She and her business partner purchased the J 
Street location, which used to be a pizza parlor. 

“My brothers and I renovated the whole place; it took us about six weeks,’ 
sal Bertram said. After putting in 10 to 14 hours a day, seven days a week, they 
a were able to open their doors in a month and a half after the property was 

& purchased. 
Bertram attributes her inspiration for cupcake creativity to her child- 
mee hood. . 

“T just think of things that I used to like as a kid? Bertram said. When new 
creations are developed, Bertram and her staff will test them out to see if 
they are worth selling. 

Bertram is also very attentive to what her customers want: “Some of the 
things we have brought back on the menu, like the Coconut Lime, (were) 

® _ because we have had so many requests from customers,’ she said. 
In addition to keeping up with customer demands, Bertram also 
maintains a revolving menu that changes with the seasons. For the sum- 
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e COCONUT LIME - CUPCAKE CRAVING 
Coconut Lime cupcake. It was incredible because it was unlike any other 
cupcake I have ever tasted in my life. 


RED VELVET RESCUE- CUPCAKE CRAVING 
Red velvet caké topped with cream cheese frosting, 


CARAMEL DELIGHT- CUPCAKE CRAVING 
Chocolate cake with caramel filling topped with rich caramel and chocolate 
frosting. 





“I've always been interested in journalism, and was lucky enough to meet Arianna Huffington 
when she was thinking of starting her blog.” 


Joseph Palermo, history professor 


_ ssc. — | Interest turns to 
career with blog 


Club gives faith 


By ANDRES CUEVAS 
acuevas@statehornet.com 


is a need created for one to connect with other people and 

the community in a positive manner. 
The Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship is a college minis- 

try that exists on many campuses around the world. 
Sacramento State has a very involved group on campus 








Ashley Knight State Hornet 
A student worships in the Union on March 3. 


that is always busy doing something to make our campus 
and community a better place by hosting events for stu- 
dents and also volunteering in the community. 

Brian Tarkenton, president of Chi Alpha at Sac State, 
said Chi Alpha’s mission “is to reconcile students to Christ, 
equipping them through communities of prayer, worship, 
fellowship, discipleship and mission to transform the uni- 
versity, the marketplace and the world” 

Although the group follows Christian principles and 
studies the Bible, one does not have to be a Christian to 
join. 


see Resound | page B6 


By Dan KING 
dking@statehornet.com 


Professors often have outside 
interests that would leave their 
students taken aback. Your or- 
ganic chemistry instructor might 
do local theater in his spare time. 
Your existentialism professor 
might like to brew beer when she 
isn't at Sacramento State. 

Joseph Palermo, history profes- 


sor, is not just a published expert 
on 20th century U.S. history, but 
he is also a blogger for the Huff- 
ington Post website with a world- 
wide following. 

“T.ended up getting in on the 
ground floor; Palermo said about 
his association with the Huffing- 
ton Post. “Ive always been in- 
terested in journalism, and was 
lucky enough to meet Arianna 
Huffington when she was think- 


ing of starting her blog.” 

Palermo met Arianna Huffing- 
ton when she was one of the many 
candidates running for governor 
during the 2003 recall election; 
Sac State sp@nsored a debate for 
the top five candidates. She was 
pictured during her run for gov- 
ernor holding a book about Rob- 
ert Kennedy written by Palermo. 


see Palermo | page B7 





Dance show reacts to political situation 


By Kyriz EBERHART 
keberhart@statehornet.com 


For Linda Goodrich, chair of the Theatre and 
Dance Department at Sacramento State, this spring’s 
concert preformed by the Sacramento/Black Art of 
Dance is all about the showing the “passage to free- 
dom” walked by blacks. 

Inspired by what she called the “ultimate achieve- 
ment” of President Barack Obama’s political victory 
and inauguration, the company - also known as S/ 
BAD - named the concert “Still Standing” 

Each of the dances told a story related to the mes- 
sage about the history of blacks in the United States. 
Although the aesthetic type is “black concert dance,’ 
jazz, contemporary, and modern contemporary are 
some of the styles Goodrich said is featured and in- 
corporated in the concert. Some of the pieces also 
use theater and poetry to convey this message. 

Goodrich said she and the other performers want- 
ed to show the “struggles, emotions, and physical 
strength” their past generations had to go through. 

Assistant Director and President of S/BAD Nzinga 
Woods, a graduate student who is also Goodrich’s 
former student, explained some of the specific ex- 
amples that were important to her. 

“It’s about the journey from the Middle Passage to 
the Civil Rights Movement to the first black presi- 
dent? Woods said. 

Junior nursing major, Jessica Gonzalez attended the 
show on March 6 and enjoyed what it represented. 


‘ 


“T liked seeing the innovated African choreograph, 
because it has an underlying theme of power and 
strength,’ Gonzalez said. 

The director does not choreograph each piece, but 
she is in charge of making sure the “shape” of the vi- 
sion is still what she wants it to be; it hasn't been too 
hard for her do so. She described choreographers as 
artists dedicated to “commenting on the diversity of 
this style” to the American influence. 

Although the concert is held twice a year Woods 
believes there is a difference between this display 
and last fall’s performance, called “New Directions.’ 
In past shows, the inspiration for the dances has been 
the technique of Katherine Dunham, a dancer and 
choreographer from the 1940s to 1950s whom Go- 
odrich called the “pioneer of black dance.’ 

“Now it’s a more modern and more abstract pro- 
duction this year than it has been in the past,’ Woods 
said. She said her piece, “Forgotten Victims,’ dem- 
onstrated this by using music by modern American 
composer Steve Reich to tell the story about Africans 
trapped in the German Holocaust. 

Senior liberal studies major Hang Tran agrees: “It's 
very inspirational and intense in some places. The 
one about the Holocaust especially has a strong con- 


cept and really great emotions.” 


The concert has always invited a number of guest 
performers to present their talents in the past and 
this year is no exception. Dawn Robinson, a cho- 
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The Kucheza Ngoma II Dance Company vigorously moves to fast music and loud beats of the West 
African drums during “Still Standing.” 
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Cupcake: Local bakeries provide gourmet indulgence to masses 





Shannon Schureman State Hornet 


Rows of freshly baked cupcakes are on display at Cupcake Craving, located just a few miles 
from campus at 2100 Arden Way. The Mint Meltdown, above, is one of the biggest sellers. 


Continued | page B5 


mer, the menu will feature more fruit-filled and lighter 
cupcakes. 

They do have an “everyday” cupcake menu which 
includes the vanilla vanilla cupcake, the high hat cup- 
cake, Carrot cupcake, and more. The high hat cupcake 
features a dark chocolate cake with Swiss meringue and 


Todd Wilson 
Opinion Editor 


“My favorite is a marble cupcake 
with chocolate fudge frosting.” 


a French chocolate shell. The vanilla vanilla is a sour 
cream and vanilla bean cake with Madagascar vanilla 
bean butter cream and a marzipan’flower. 

For Bertram, cupcakes are more fun than wedding 
cakes because she is able to use her culinary creativity 
to make new things: “When I am not doing wedding 
cakes, then I get to have fun and experiment with cup- 
cakes,’ she said. 


While I was at Babycakes, I sampled the delectable 
and back-by-popular-demand Coconut Lime cup- 
cake. It was incredible because it was unlike any other 
cupcake I have ever tasted in my life. It was fresh and 
light tasting. The cake part was topped with a whipped 
frosting. For me, just trying this was a stretch because 
Iam a devout chocolate lover, so this was really out of 
my comfort zone when it came to sweets. However, 
I quickly became a fan. On top of everything, I don’t 
even really care for coconut, but this cupcake did not 
have an overwhelming coconut flavor. 

Gordy Cisaeros and Jake Jacobsen are the owners and 
operators of Cupcake Craving in the Howe Bout Arden 
shopping center. This little cupcake shop has been in 
business for about a year and a half. It also has a very 
interesting story behind it. 

Cisaeros and Jacobsen are more than just business 
partners, they are very good friends. In fact, they have 
been friends since the third grade. 

For Cisaeros, a career in cupcakes came easy. Prior to 
owning and operating Cupcake Craving, he had been 
in the culinary world for 25 years. Cisaeros had been a 
manager at Safeway and baked cakes, breads, cupcakes 
and many other baked goods. His brother, also a baker, 
worked at Safeway and Costco but is now a full-time 
Cupcake Craving employee. 

Cisaeros and Jacobsen got the idea of opening a cup- 

cake shop from a friend of theirs who had returned 
from New York: “He went to New York and went to 
Magnolias Bakery and there was a line around the 
block; Cisaeros said. “When he was flying back, he 
decided that cupcakes are not that hard to do as a busi- 
ness.” ; 
That’s where Cisaeros came in. He helped a friend 
with recipes and setting up a bakery in Las Vegas. Once 
it was completed, Cisaeros and Jacobsen decided it was 
now their turn to make a cupcake shop in Sacramento. 
“They are really big like Sprinkles down in L.A. Oprah 
is really into that and she will even bring them (cup- 
cakes) into her audience,’ Cisaeros said. 

Cisaeros and Jacobsen really make a great team. Ja- 
cobsen handles the business and paperwork while Cis- 
aeros takes full charge of the baking with his brother. “I 
wanted to do some business that was flexible? Jacobsen 
said. Jacobsen was a retired UPS employee and came 
out of retirement when he opened Cupcake Craving. 

“I dont do any of the baking; Gordy and Tony do that 
all. I pretty much run the office side of things, Jacobsen 
said. 

Cupcake Craving keeps it simple, only making cup- 
cakes. It has done weddings, but always with cupcakes. 
Like Babycakes, Cupcake Craving also has a revolving 
menu with a select few items that remain year-round 
and a few that are seasonal. 

“Tf someone makes up a flavor they want (made from 
cupcake), we. will do it; Cisaeros said. Some of the 
most popular and innovative recipes include, but are 
not limited to Smore Galore, Red Velvet Rescue, Dulce 
de Leche, Strawberry Dream, Vanilla Bliss, Funfetti, 
German Chocolate Wish and Italian Rum Delight. 

Cisaeros does have a favorite cupcake: “I like the 
Monkey Mania. It's a banana cupcake with caramel fill- 
ing and cream cheese icing,’ Cisearos said. 


State Hornet Quotes 


Claire Padgett 
Photo Editor 


“Chocolate cupcake filled with cream 
cheese. No frosting.” 


Members of The State Hornet editorial board pick their favorite cupcakes. 


Mikhail Chernyavsky 
Online Managing Editor 


“The s’more cupcake is delicious with a 
pleasant surprise inside.” 





Jacobsen enjoys how this business keeps him busy 
without being overwhelmed. He is still able to spend a 
lot of time with his family. “Tt’s a fun business. Everyone 
here is ina good mood. It’s easy, and it’ still flexible 
with my family, which is the biggest thing? Jacobsen 
said. 

That evening, I took home two of Cupcake Craving’s 
best-selling cupcakes to sample. I enjoyed the Red Vel- 
vet Rescue and the Caramel Delight. 

The Red Velvet Rescue was amazing. My favorite 
part of the cupcake was the frosting because it was 
thick, almost like ice cream because they had served 
it chilled. It was a cream cheese frosting, which is my 
favorite. The nicest part about the cupcake is that it was 
not overwhelming. ‘The frosting was very sweet and the 
cake part complemented it because it was not as rich as 
the frosting. 

The Caramel Delight tasted just like its name, a little 
piece of delight. Rich chocolate cake topped with choc- 
olate and caramel frosting. It was an incredible taste! 
To top that off, you get a surprise in the middle: a thick 
caramel filling! For any person who cannot get enough 
of those little individually wrapped caramel candies, 
this cupcake is for you. 

The interesting thing I found about these gourmet 
cupcake bakeries is that both are unbelieveably deli- 
cious while having completely different styles and tastes 
to their cupcakes. 

If you were to venture outside of Sacramento, gour- 
met cupcakes are still in reach: Icing on the Cupcake is 
a gourmet cupcake bakery located in Rocklin. Christee 
Owens is the owner of this store and she agrees that 
although all of these bakeries serve cupcakes, they 
greatly differ from one another. “What we do here is 
all from scratch. (They're) my family’s recipes and it is 
old-school baking,’ Owens said. 

2007 was the year of the cupcake bakeries because Ic- 
ing on the Cupcake, like Babycakes and Cupcake Crav- 
ing, opened about a year and a half ago. In fact, they all 
opened within a month of each other. 

Icing on the Cupcake has a small but efficient staff 
which includes a graphic designer, a full-time and 
backup baker and a full-service crew. 

For Owens, owning the bakery has really done a lot 
for her. “Cupcakes have given me the opportunity to be 
my own boss and they have given me the freedom from 
being behind the desk,’ Owens said. 

Owens has always wanted to own her own business 
and, for this party planner turned business owner, Icing 
on the Cupcake gives her everything she could ever ask 
for. “The cupcakes give me an artistic outlet for creating 
and plus they're fun;” she said. 
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“I’m a huge chocolate lover. Chocolate 
cupcake with fudge icing is the best.” 


Resound: Christian fraternity collaborates for worship concert 
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Chris Lussier, campus pastor and director of Chi Al- 
pha at Sac State, said that the group is open to people of 
any religion or belief, as long as they don’t mind study- 
ing the Bible. 

“Anyone can join; we have Buddhist and Hindu for- 
eign students who are members and it’s no problem,’ 
Lussier said. 

Calvin Rusch, member of Chi Alpha, joined at the 
beginning of last semester because he was looking for 
people to hang out with. 

“T went to rush week, met some Chi Alpha members 
there and decided to join because of how friendly they 
were to me,’ Rusch said. 

Rusch said he likes being in the club because of the 
activities throughout the week, aside from just study- 
ing the Bible. 

“We meet on Fridays in the (University) Union to 
have workshops and meetings, usually followed by a 
message and after we'll get together to go eat out or 
watch a movie,’ Rusch said. 

‘The group also gets together Also, when school is not 
in session, the group still gets together to do activities 
and missions. 

“Last fall we went to Tahoe and stayed in a cabin fora 
retreat and this summer we're planning on doing mis- 
sions in Argentina and Mexico,’ Rusch said. 

At the meetings on Friday, a worship band leads ev- 
eryone in a time of worshipping God through music. 

Aimee Mena is a member of Chi Alpha and also a 
singer and guitarist in the worship band. 

“Tt is awesome to see peoples lives being transformed 
by the power of God through the music, the messages 
and friendships,’ Mena said. 

Mena said she enjoys the opportunities the organiza- 
tion gives her to help people and get to know people. 

“T love this group; everyone is really friendly and 
there is such a feeling of community; Mena said. “It is 
so great to be a part of something that is really making 

‘a difference in peoples lives.” 


Last week, Chi Alpha grouped up with Identic from 
the Capital Christian Center to host Resound: A Wor- 
ship Experience. 

Identic is a college/young career group that meets 
every Thursday night at the Capital Christian Center. 

“Resound (was) a collaborative effort with Chi Al- 
pha and Capital Christian Center to host a worship 
night for people at Sac State to hear about what our 
faith is all about, in a way that is welcoming to those 
that maybe don't believe what we do,’ Tarkenton said. 

Doug Reid, lead singer and worship leader of The 
Doug Reid Band that played at the Resound event, 
emphasized the need for positivity in the world dur- 
ing these times and for people continuing to help each 
other out. 

Jason Harper, Sac State alumnus, was a guest speaker 
at the event and he talked about his time in college and 
how confused he was about the world at that point. 


“1 look around and I know that I see some faces that _ 


remind me of myself and how I was in college,’ Harp- 
er said as he spoke to the audience. 

Harper went on to tell the story of how one of his 
best friends almost got killed at a college party in Chi- 
co and how he promised God anything if He would 
help save his friend. 

He told his story as the crowd was completely si- 
lenced and tuned into his words, learning from some- 
one who had been through a lot in his life. 

He talked about how almost losing a friend took 
him to a point in his life where he realized that things 
needed to change for the better. 

Valerio Ruiz, junior engineering major, attended Re- 
sound and was grateful to hear Harper's story. 

“Tt was nice to hear from someone who had struggled 
with some of the bad things in this world but found a 
positive way out of it; Ruiz said. 

Jennifer Depold, member of Chi Alpha, said that she 
was pleased at how Resound went. 

“Tt turned out to be an awesome event; Depold 
said. 

There were more than 100 people in the crowd and 


the majority of them stood up the whole time to get 
more into the music. 

Besides having events on campus to get students 
more involved, the group goes out into the commu- 
nity on both a local level as well as an international 
level. 

“We regularly serve our community and also we do 
mission trips every year where students travel to South 
Africa, Mexico, and Argentina to share our faith and 
to practically help the people there,’ Tarkenton said. 


While there are a lot of misconceptions and rumors , 


about what Christians are all about, one can easily find 
out for themselves by attending one of these meetings 


and getting to know people who are all about helping 
out. ! 

‘The group meets from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. every Friday 
in the University Union and also throughout the week 
for Bible studies. 

“We strongly believe that the future leaders of to- 
morrow exist right here on the college campuses of 
today, Tarkenton said. 
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The Doug Reid Band belts out a song of worship at “Resound: A Worship Experience.” 
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Palermo: Professor uses weekly blog as outlet for ‘free speech’ | 


Continued | page B4 


The Huffington Post launched two years later as a 
progressive answer to conservative sites such as the 
Drudge Report. According to TechCrunch, the Huff- 
ington Post reached nearly 6.5 million unique visitors 
in January. According to the Wall Street Journal, the 
Huffington Post is valued at $90 million, making it 
the second most valuable blog site. 

Bloggers on the site range from Kat Aaron to Alan 
Zweibel. The Post get more than their fair share of 
celebrities, with Alex Baldwin, Mia Farrow, John Cu- 
sack, Bill Maher, and Huffington all regularly contrib- 
uting to the site. 

The blog gave Palermo an outlet for the frustration 
he was feeling during the dark days of the progressive 
movement in the George W. Bush administration. 

“In 2005, when the Huffington started her blog, 
there was no reaching across, the isle, there was one 
party controlling the presidency and both houses,’ 
Palermo said. 

Palermo’s progressive views go back to growing up 
on the streets of San Jose. He earned a bachelor’s de- 
gree from UC Santa Cruz (a hotbed of progressive- 
ness in the 1980s) a master’s degree in history from 
San Jose State and a doctorate in American history 
from Cornell University in New York. 

Palermo has authored two books, both related to 
Robert Kennedy: “Robert F. Kennedy and the Death 
of American Idealism” and “In His Own Right: The 
Political Odyssey of Senator Robert F. Kennedy.’ 

Palermo met the young Sen. Barack Obama thanks 
to his RFK scholarship. “Obama is a real RFK freak” 
Obama attended a ceremony celebrating Kennedy’s 
80th birthday in 2005 where Palermo spoke. 


“I was blogging when I wrote my second RFK book 
and it really helped my writing,” Palermo said. “You 
just like, boom, there is no such thing as writers 
block.” 


Now that Huffington Post is consequential, Palermo ° 


finds his postings are getting more attention. 

“[ have friends who ask, “Hey man, how do I get on 
there?” he said. “I have no idea; it was a miracle how 
I got on there.” 

“There are different ways to blog for us,” Huffington 
said in an interview with Spiegel Online International 
last year. “Some are well-known voices or good writ- 
ers. Some people are important political players - like 
Nancy Pelosi and Harry Reid. Some are young and 
unknown, but we consider them interesting.” 

Very few of the thousands of bloggers have posted 
blogs as consistently as Palermo. Starting from the 
very beginning of the site, he has posted close to a 
column a week. 

His graduate students will occasionally. bring up his 
blogging; it came up regularly during the 2008 presi- 
dential campaign. “A lot of my students were inter- 
ested in Obama and the campaign, so I might have 
referred them to something I’ve written.” 

Yousef Batarseh, graduate student of history, is tak- 
ing a Palermo class for the third time. He regularly 
reads Palermo’s blogs. 

“He tries to remind us history repeats itself? he said. 
“That's his main theme both in blogging and in the 
classroom?’ 

Aisha Rahimi, also a graduate student of history, 
is in her second class with Palermo as the instruc- 
tor. She said Palermo doesn't hide his social progres- 


SBAD: Show portrays struggles 
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reographer’ from New York City, 
is performing a piece called “Jour- 
ney.’ The performance tells story 
of the women in her family using 
spoken word and modern dance. 

On preparing for the concert, 
Goodrich called the rehearsals “in- 
tense,’ with long practice sessions 
almost every day of the week. 

“But the company is known for 
our energy,’ she said. “And we have 
to make sure» we can give them 
that. So we don't complain” 

S/BAD started as a personal com- 
pany by Goodrich 17 years ago, and 
had its first concert in 1993. What 
began as a yearly show is now a 
well-known event performed evy- 
ery semester by this group of danc- 
ers. Many of the members saw the 
company’s concert and asked how 
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In the scene “Rise,” from Still Standing, a performance by Sac- 
ramento/Black Art of Dance, various dancers celebrate the 
new president of the United States, Barack Obama. 


they could be involved. 

“It's a wonderful thing,’ 
said. “We have a lot of different 
people who are a part of the com- 
pany ... It's good to get some new 
blood in once in a while.” She said 
some that aren't even dance ma- 
jors, and take time out of their 
schedules just for the chance to 
dance. 

Some students believe that it’s 


Joods - 


important to have events like this 
to demonstrate diversity. 

“For those like me, we want to 
know where they come from, what 
our past was like, said Arlysha 
Lowe, freshman pre-nursing ma- 
jor. 

The main thing Goodrich said 
she wanted those who came to the 
concert to feel that they've wit- 
nessed something meaningful. 


“The concert’s a statement about 
the resilience of African Ameri- 
can culture. The company always 
has some underlying message that 
we want the audience to see; Go- 
odrich said. 
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siveness, “Id say 90 percent of social historians are 
liberal. Many of them agree with him so there isn’t a 
lot of contention.” 

Palermo said he tries to keep his two outlets com- 
partmentalized. 

“Huffington Post is more like an outlet for free 
speech as a citizen-activist,’ he said. “But I use my 


historical chops in those pieces. That is what sepa 
rates me from many otherbloggers and journalists. ”* - 


>< Pd P< 
Contact Dan King in the 
Features department 
at (916) 278-4155. 


Reader reactions to Palermo’s most recent blog Arty 


Last month Joseph Palermo blogged.about one of the more controversial topics within 
wget eMC ce aie midge Ruler soto] 
(FCC) and bringing back the Fairness Doctrine. The Fairness Doctrine required holders 
of broadcast licenses to present topics in a manner that the FCC determined was hon- 
est, equitable and balanced. : 


Mea kent response to Palermo’s blog, with a variety of Pricing 
viewpoints; 


gotborked on Feb. 16 wrote: t 
“The government regulating the content of our speech is just plain unAmerican. It’d be 

a stretch of reason to come up with a law/regulation that you could call ‘constitutional’ 
with a straight face. This is offensive, both ass it applies to the speaker, and as applied to 
the listener. The government should not control what listeners are allowed to choose 
from.” Sb MA 


CFAmick on Feb. 16 wrote: 

MAC MURR ecm Cl mel Clee Rea Me Tait -ee lta cele tn em 
is based on fear of losing ears and eyeballs to competitors .(ie, fear of losing money). 
Any media person’s opinion on the subject, either way, should be ignored.” 


AFTER FOUR YEARS IN A COMA, 
EUGENE IS GOING TO BE REUNITED 
WITH HIS HIGH SCHOOL SWEETHEART... 
ON PAGES 95-97. 


i ye 
FRIDAY, MARCH 13 


Check Local Listings For 
Theatres And Showtimes 


STARTS 











-.STATEHORNET.COM. 





Help wanted 


AD REPS WANTED! 
AD. REPS WANTED! 
Motivated individuals 
who want to provide 
good customer service to 
Sell advertising for The 
State Hornet. This job 
will be excellent for your 
resume! 


Commision/incentive 
based pay only. For more 
information, call Diane at 
278-5587 


BABYSITTER/NANNY 
-- For fun-loving 8- year- 
old boy. MO, TU, TH 
3-6pm. Begin April 1. 
15-20 minute drive from 
Sac State. Send resume 
& references: carlalcsw@ 
comcast.net. 











Monday 
Food & Drink Specials 


Movie Shown 
at 10pm-1am 




















Karaoke Night 
Tues, Thurs, Sat 


9pm-1am 










Wednesday 
$2.00 pints’ 
$2.50 Kamikazi's 
& Cosmopolitans 












Friday / Wednesdays 









Games! 


WWW. pinecovetavern.com 
www.myspace.com/misspinecove 








donate 


Cfaverty 


"ON THE CORNER OF 29TH & E STREET" 
502 29th Street Sacramento, CA to 
916.446.3624 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Clerical Research As- 
sistants. Will train. Must 
have good computer / 
typing skills, detail ori- 
ented. Full & Part time 
available (800) 301-7020 
officejobs2009@yahoo. 
com Fax (866) 203-1009 


PT Child Care Land Park 
Mom needs in-home 
infant care TU & TH 
9am-3pm. Exper req. 
Send references w/ ph#s 
to sactosteph at gmail. 
com 

Work with Children 
Therapeutic PATHWAYS, 
Inc. Seeking energetic 
professionals to pro- 

vide 1:1 behavior and 
language intervention 

to children diagnosed 
with autism. Training 











Internet access for 
all customers! 


Book your own 
Karaoke Party! 
Ask Bartender 

$= for Details! 


e Friday 


Double Well Drinks $3.50 
Kami’s & Cosmo's $2.50 
Jager Blasters 2 for $8.00 


We sell food! 
Pasties $5.00 
Pizza’s 
$3.00 for Indiv. 
$9.00 for Large 
Popcorn FREE 


Submit your 
favorate Pine 
Cove pictures 


Ronicag@PineCoveTavern.com 
to view on our website 
















































provided. 10-30.hours 

per week. Competitive 
Wages. Contact the Staff 
Development team at 
dmorgan@tpathways.org 
or (916)343-3494 - 


The State Hornet is look- 
ing for an editor-in-chief 
for the 2009-10 school 
year. Those interested 

in applying should have 
significant editing experi- 
ence, as well as experi- 
ence managing a staff of 
more than 50 people. Ap- 
plications for the position 
are due no later than 5 
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WEDNESDAY 4/8 - SATURDAY 4/11 
WILLIE BARCENA 


BU Ae} 
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COLLEGE NIGHTR 


2 FOR 1 (WITH VALID.ID) 


EVERY 
WEDNESDAY 1s 


VER. 1.0, REQUIRED. TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER 
ITLETS'& AT THE DOOR NIGHT OF SHOW. 


mr LIVENATION.com Gils} 


WWW. PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM 
WWW.MYSPACE.COM/PUNGHLINECOMEDYCLUBSAC 
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memorial scholarship fund 


honor the memory of a sacramento state alumna 
support budding journalism students 


wm elera lem 


a fund of $25,000 will establish a seif sustaining scholarship 


of $1,000 for one sae 


Ihe Jamie Gonzales Memorial Scholarship Fund 


Py LDU Ai emote nO) Maye) 
Sacramento State 
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Sacramento CA 95819. 6107 
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University Foundation 
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state journalism student each year 


e-mail hheyserecsus edu 
at) 


more = information 





p.m. on March 25 in The 


State Hornet newsroom. 
The newsroom is located 
on the second floor of the 
University Union near 
the west elevator. 


Announcements 


FREE: Small computer 
desk, wood and metal. 
Come and haul away. 
Call Diane at 278-5587. 
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A Directory of 
_ Sacramento Churches 


oR Le 
Been confused 


about life? 


Then get stable truth 
in Dianetics. 


















Buy and Read 


DIANETICS 


The Modern Science of Mental Health 


L. RON HUBBARD 


Start the 
adventure - of you. 


$2.98-$4.98? 


Tons 


New, Nearly New 
and Rare Music 



















ii 
The Beat! 


J Street at 17th St. Mid-Town 446-4402 






$22.00 






Contact: 
Larrianne McIntyre (916) 448-5891 





Newman Catholie Community Fremont-Presbyterlan Church 

Masses Wednesdays: 

Sunday: 9am-10:30am : 

Student Mass: 7:30pm Ha hy eee 

Mass/Dinner/Activities 9am/=Classic Worship 

for students: 10 am- Education Hour 

Wednesday: 6:30pm 41 am=Modem Worship 

5900 Newman Court 5770 Carlson Drive » Sacramento, CA 

Sacramento, CA 95819 95819 

916.454.4188 (corner of “rand Carlson, near CSUS) 

916.452.7132 

Central Seventh-Day Make New Friends and Worship God! 

Adventist Church 7 

6045 Carmella Avenue - Right across ‘ 
P the street from Sac State 4 
Saturday Morming: q 
e Worship service at 14:00am 4 

FREE PARKING on schoo! days for a 

' Sac State students - register at our 
Office fora free permit — 


| Visit our website at: 


www,SacGampusHope.com ‘a 
s So "tact Pastor Steve Alred at: 
-916,457.6511 x109 ~ 
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Advertise Your Chureh Services: (916) 278-5587 
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UPPER EASTSIDE LOFTS 


A Student Community Dc 


NOW LEASING 
FOR SPRING 2009 
AND THE 2009 
2010 ACADEMIC 
Aaa 


UNIVERSITY-AFFILIATED INDEPENDENT STUDENT LIVING 


QUALITY F 


Individual leases 


earl ales tora 


FATURES 


- Fully-equipped deluxe kitchen 
+ Washer and dryer in every unit 
© 42" wall-mounted flat 
PaO Rai iaL: 
* Wide-apen loft flodr plans 
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- Patio or Bbaleony in every unit 


CONVENTENCES 
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*HT/Light fail hub seross the otreet 


» A dozen eaterie 


aaa property 


AMENITIES 


» Sparkling resort-4tyle poe 
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screen TY ine 


Peer olism eee ests Bald eal cd mat! 


up/drop- off 
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1ICOMMUNITY SERVICT 


Leasing Office 





